Alton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 3™ July 2017 at 7.25pm
At Alton Village Hall

Present: Councillor J. Shepherd (Chair)
Councillor P Ballard, Councillor E. Brindley, Councillor S Hollins, Councillor E. James,
Councillor E Bailey, Councillor C. Woods, Councillor M. Worthington (SCC).

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk)

Apologies: Councillor A. Forrester, Councillor T. Wilkinson,
In Attendance: 13 members of the public.

The meeting was opened by ClIr Shepherd the Chair at 7pm.

97/17. Declarations of Interest.
i.  CllIr Shepherd declared an interest in two planning applications, his own application
SMD/2017/0261 and SMD/2017/0358 as he is Godfather to a child of the applicant.

98/17. Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 12 June 2017.
The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by ClIr Shepherd and seconded by
Cllr James and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the Clerk.

99/17. Matters arising.
i.  Cllr Shepherd reported regarding item 84/17(i) from last month, he has spoken to the owner who
will cut the footpath.
ii.  CllIr Shepherd reported regarding item 85/17 (iv) from last month regarding parking in the village,
he had checked the area and spoken to the person whose vehicle was alleged to be blocked in.
There were no issues which require any further action, the problem with being blocked in was
very minor and the affected individual did not wish to take any action.

iii.  Cllr Shepherd reported regarding item 88/17 (ii) from last month the proposed defibrillator.
There has been a total of £950 raised towards the equipment with a further £1,049 required. The
ongoing costs are a new battery every 2 years currently £65 and replacement pads every 2 years
(if not used during that time) at a current cost of £35. ClIr Shepherd asked if the council felt able
to fund the outstanding amount. Following a short discussion, the Clerk was asked to speak with
ClIr Forrester to see if he had any money in his community fund from SMDC to put towards the
equipment. ClIr Shepherd proposed that the council donate up to £1,049 towards the defibrillator
depending on whether ClIr Forrester can help, this was seconded by Clir James and carried.
Action: Clerk to contact Cllr Forrester to see if he can also assist.

100/17. Alton Towers.
i.  Cllr James had nothing to report for this item of business
ii.  ClIr Worthington reported the next Alton Towers meeting is on 11" July should anyone wish
anything to be put on the agenda.
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The clerk stated he had informed Liz Greenwood there are no objections to the proposed traffic
controls during the summer.

101/17. Footpaths.

There were two complaints about overgrown footpaths, Royal Oak to Battlesteads and Cheadle
Road to Glen Drive. ClIr Shepherd reported he had cleared half the Royal Oak to Battlesteads
path and he will do the other half, he will also make a start on the second footpath Cheadle Road
to Glen Drive and the lengthsman will complete as soon as his strimmer has been repaired.

102/17. Village Hall.

Cllr Ballard gave an update on the village hall car-park which is in need of resurfacing. A
discussion took place which included two members of the village hall committee who were
present, outlining the work and costs. The amount of money promised is £2,000 from Clir
Worthington from his SCC community fund, £2,500 from SMDC organised by ClIr Forrester and
£1,000 from Alton Towers, a total of £5,500. Two estimates were provided for the work one of
£11,200 (ex VAT) and one for £9868 (ex VAT) for the full car-park and one for £2328 (ex VAT)
for a partial repair. The quotes were not like for like and so could not be properly compared. Clir
Ballard and the village hall committee were asked to provide three quotes for the next meeting
which should all quote for the same work. Clir Worthington will inquire with Alton Towers to
see if more funding is available. The council was agreed that as this is an asset used by the
community the council will be prepared to assist with costs once all other funding has been
received. Actions: Cllr Ballard and village hall committee to report back next month. Clir
Worthington to report back with results of his request to Alton Towers for further
assistance. Clerk to put on the agenda for August.

It was also mentioned that the recycle bottle bin on the village hall car-park is overflowing. The
Clerk stated he had recently requested the company to empty the bin. The Clerk was asked to
speak with ClIr Forrester regarding the problem as ClIr Forrester deals with this area.

103/17. Lengthsman.

The lengthsman stated his strimmer is in for repair and that he has plenty of strimming to do on
its return and work on the flower tubs in the village.

104/17. Highways and Road Safety.

Cllr Brindley reported he is to have a meeting with Mr Rob Steele from SCC regarding the
proposed stop sign at the junction of Saltersford Lane and to look at other issues within the
village including water running onto the roadway (although now dry) also the potholes in the
village. He will give a full update at the next meeting.

The Clerk stated he had reported the pothole in Uttoxeter Road near the Saltersford Lane junction
again.

105/17. Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard.

Cllr Forrester was unavoidably absent and there was no other update for this item.



106/17. Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask
questions/raise issues:
i. A member of the public reported that a tree trunk is over the footpath near to Wheel Farm. Clir
Shepherd said he would look at the problem. Action: Cllr Shepherd.
ii. A member of the public mentioned the Millennium stones on the village hall asking if it is to be
repaired. The Clerk was asked to contact Andrea Stafford again. Action: Clerk.

107/17. Planning and Licensing Applications.

i SMD/2017/0261. Mr Jonathan Shepherd, 3, Vicarage Row, Alton. Retention of shed. As this was
an application by Clir Shepherd he left the room and in the absence of the deputy chairman Clir
Forrester, ClIr Brindley took the Chair. Following a discussion, the council voted by 5 votes to 1
vote not to object to the application.

ii. SMD/2017/0358. DET/2017/0014. Mr Adam Ball, The Spond Farm, Gallows Green Alton.
Agricultural Slurry Lagoon and Portal Frame Agricultural Building. As Cllr Shepherd had declared
an interest in this application he remained outside the meeting and ClIr Brindley retained the
Chair. Following a discussion there were no objections to this application.

iii. SMD/2017/0390. Mr P. Draycott, Stanford House, Denstone Lane, Alton. Detached garage. Clir
Shepherd resumed the Chair. This application was discussed in some detail with local residents
who were at the meeting being allowed to speak and expressing concerns about the application.
Following a discussion by the council there was agreement to object to the application for the
following reasons:

a. The council consider the fact the proposed garage is right next to a public footpath/right
of way it compromises and could impinge on the footpath and could be dangerous for
young children using the path.

This is over development there is already a garage on the plot.

There is concern for the health of a large Beech tree nearby.

The proposed rendering on the building is not in keeping with the area.

The parish council request that if SMDC planning do have a mind to approve this
application then could it go to the planning committee so that representations can be
made.
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108/17. Planning decisions.
i None for this meeting.
ii. There was a discussion regarding the recently approved planning application SMD/2015/0435
for houses in the village with the council expressing profound disappointment at the decision,
which had been approved on appeal by Bristol.

109/17. Correspondence requiring response.
i A letter from Leek and Moorlands Historic Buildings Trust requesting help in checking listed
buildings and other buildings of an historic nature. Clir Shepherd has a list of the listed buildings
and will look into this and update the Clerk. Action: Clir Shepherd. Clerk to update the Trust.

110/17. Correspondence for Information.
i.  Email from Alton Towers community update.



vi.
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Email to SMDC planning re last months planning decisions.
Thank you email to Alton Towers for flowers for the village.
Email from Police and Crime Commissioner re governance of police and fire service.
Email to Councillor Mike Worthington re cutting of grass verges.
SPACE posters (Staffs police). Posters handed out and one already on the village notice board.

All were read out by the clerk.

111/17. Finance.
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
V.
Vi.

Clerk salary £414.34. Expenses (stamps) £6.72.

Lengthsman wages £135.00 and expenses £33.96.

HMRC £302.80

Income £66.00 Nettlebank.

Authorised payments for June 2017 to be signed off by the Council.
Current bank balances to be presented to the Council.

The finances were proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Clir Brindley and carried.

There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 8.20pm.

.......................................................................... Chairman 7" August 2017



