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Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 4th December 2017 at 7pm 
At Alton Village Hall 

 
Present:  Councillor J. Shepherd (Chair) 

Councillor P Ballard, Councillor S Hollins, Councillor E Bailey, Councillor E. James, 

Councillor A. Forrester, Councillor E. Brindley, Councillor T. Wilkinson, Councillor M. 

Worthington (SCC). 

 

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk) 

 

Apologies: None received. 

 

In Attendance: 8 members of the public. 

 

The meeting was opened by Cllr Shepherd the Chair at 7pm. 

 

168/17.  Declarations of Interest.  

i. There were no declarations of interest. 

 

169/17.  Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 6th November 2017. 

The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by Cllr Shepherd and 

seconded by Cllr Forrester and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the Clerk. 

 

170/17.  Matters arising. 

i. There were no matters arising. 

 

171/17.  Policing. 

i. PCSO’s Lauren Drew and Becky Gorman were present to give an overview of policing in the 

area and to answer questions from the council and members of the public present.  The officer’s 

reported that there had been no reported crime in the parish over the last 3 months and just one 

arrest for drink/driving.  They gave an overview of their duties and the fact that they had patrolled 

the village checking on the parking issues.  Parking is a difficult issue as many people do not 

have off road parking and it has to be dealt with using sensible means and discretion. 

ii. Cllr Shepherd explained he had received complaints about parking in the Cedar Hill/Cheadle 

Road area, the PCSO’s agreed to meet with Cllr Shepherd for a site meeting. 

iii. The PCSO’s also gave information on Smart Alert, whereby the police can update people with 

crime in real time, and also initiatives around crime prevention, together with their contact 

details. 

iv. It was a productive exercise and the Chair thanked both officer’s for taking the time to visit the 

council. 

 

172/17.  Alton Towers.  

i. Cllr James had nothing to report for this item of business. 
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ii. Cllr Shepherd then explained that the lights for the village Christmas tree had failed and that he 

had secured £300 from Alton Towers for a replacement set.  As this had been an urgent matter 

councillors on email had been contacted without objection so the lights had been purchased.  Cllr 

Shepherd handed a cheque to the clerk for £300.  Unfortunately the cheque was incorrectly made 

out and the Clerk will contact Alton Towers to arrange a replacement.  Action: Clerk to 

arrange.   

iii. Cllr Shepherd stated that he was still 35 lights short to complete the tree and requested about 

£100 to purchase these also from the same company.  This was proposed by Cllr James and 

seconded by Cllr Ballard and carried.  Action: Cllr Shepherd to order and the clerk to pay the 

invoice.  

iv. Cllr Worthington stated he has attended the Alton Towers liaison group where the bus service had 

been discussed and it looks very much as if the bus service will be taken away.  The clerk read 

out a letter from Iris Raile,  Ashbourne Community Transport, outlining that 4 options for bus 

services had been discussed and consulted on by SCC.  Option 1 had been selected with the most 

votes 47% (53% of the votes were divided amongst the other three options), option 1 did not 

include Moorlands Connect.  Other options are being discussed but it is likely the service will 

cease on 31st March 2018.  A discussion took place with the Chair allowing comments from the 

public.  The council believe there is no more they can do at this time. 

 

173/17.  Footpaths. 

i. Cllr Bailey had nothing to report for this item of business. 

 

174/17.  Village Hall.   

i. Cllr Ballard reported the car-park has now been re-surfaced and the clerk stated the invoice has 

been paid. 

ii. Cllr Shepherd reported the defibrillator will be fitted shortly, when the electrician is available. 

 

175/17.  Lengthsman. 

i. The lengthsman reported he is just completing routine work at this time of year. 

  

176/17.  Highways and Road Safety. 

i. Cllr Brindley had nothing to report for this item. 

ii. Cllr Shepherd reported he has arranged for the road to be closed between 6pm and 8pm by the 

Roundhouse for the carol singing round the tree on Friday 15th December. 

iii. Cllr Brindley mentioned that the speed van although visiting the village had not yet targeted 

Uttoxeter Road, he felt this was needed.  Clerk to request attention to this road from the 

Camera Safety Team. 

 

177/17.  Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard. 

i. Cllr Forrester reported all is in order in the cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard. 

 

178/17.  Community Sport update.   

i. Cllr Wilkinson gave an update on the activities over the last few months, including the raising of 

£2,500 for the Douglas MacMillan Hospice. 

ii. There will be the traditional football matches at 10.30am on Boxing Day in the village, anyone 

interested in playing should contact Cllr Wilkinson. 
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iii. Cllr Wilkinson reported that work is ongoing to generate activities for 2018. 

 

179/17 Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask 
questions/raise issues. 

i. A member of the public reported that not for the first time 4 horses were loose in the village last 

week.  The owner may be known, the PCSO’s stated they would follow this up. 

ii. A member of the public reported the road signs at Tythe Barn had been turned the wrong way 

round.  Action: Cllr Shepherd will attend to this. 

iii. A member of the public reported the lamppost outside the village hall on Lime Kiln Lane was not 

working.  Lamppost number 5.  Action: Clerk to report to SCC Highways Dept. 

 

180/17.  Planning and Licensing Applications. 

i. SMD/2017/0723.  Mr Tony Harris, Bramlea, Malthouse Road, Alton.  Proposed single storey 
extension to rear of property.  No objections. 

ii. SMD/2017/0640.  Nathan Riches, Shepherds Stand Farm, Cheadle Road, Alton.  Joined 
outbuilding conversion as 2 storey extension.  Restate window to right of front door.  No 
objections so long as the finish is in keeping with the house. 

iii. SMD/2017/0711.  Mr & Mrs Challinor, Pine Lodge, Cheadle Road, Alton.  Single storey rear 
extension.   No objections. 
 

181/17. Planning decisions.   

i. SMD/2017/0552. Mr Carl Jenkinson, Old Police House, High Street, Alton. Formation of car 
parking area and demolition of front wall.  Refused. 

 
182/17.  Correspondence requiring response. 

i. None for this meeting. 
 

183/17.  Correspondence for Information. 

i. Planning decisions from November 2017 to SMDC. 
ii. Email from Mathew Ellis PCC re Community Speed Watch. 

iii. Bus services email from Mark Deaville SCC. 
iv. Bus service letter from Iris Raile, Ashbourne Community Transport. 

 
All were read out by the Chair and the Clerk. 
 

184/17.  Finance. 

i. Clerk salary £414.34.  Expenses £2.50 parking re Data Protection course. 
ii. Lengthsman wages and expenses £120.00 

iii. Christmas Plus Ltd £315.60 (tree lights) Net £250.00, VAT £52.60.  Postage £13.00.  Paid.  (Alton 
Towers have agreed to fund with a £300.00 donation).   

iv. Jackson’s Nurseries Gross £435.90.  Net £363.25, VAT £72.65.  Paid. 
v. Mac Groundwork Contractors Ltd Gross £11,511.60, Net £9,593.00, VAT £1918.60. Paid. (Village 

Hall car-park resurfacing).  
vi. Authorised payments for November 2017 to be signed off by the Council. 
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vii. Current bank balances to be presented to the Council. 
 
 

The finances were proposed by Cllr Forrester and seconded by Cllr Shepherd and carried. 

 

There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 7.55pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Chairman 8th January 2018 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Clerk 


