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Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 4th September 2017 at 7pm 
At Alton Village Hall 

 
Present:  Councillor J. Shepherd (Chair) 

Councillor P Ballard, Councillor E. Brindley, Councillor S Hollins, Councillor E Bailey, 

Councillor A. Forrester, Councillor T. Wilkinson, Councillor C. Woods. 

 

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk) 

 

Apologies: Councillor M. Worthington (SCC). Councillor E. James.  

 

In Attendance: 9 members of the public. 

 

The meeting was opened by Cllr Shepherd the Chair at 7pm. 

 

121/17.  Declarations of Interest.  

i. There were no declarations of interest. 

 

122/17.  Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 7th August 2017. 

The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by Cllr Shepherd and 

seconded by Cllr Forrester and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the Clerk. 

 

123/17.  Matters arising. 

i. The Clerk stated the hedge had been cut back at the top of Dimble Lane.  The council asked that 

SCC be asked to cut the hedge back along the length of Dimble Lane as it restricts vehicles 

passing.  Action:  Clerk to arrange. 

ii. The Clerk stated he had emailed the document re planning SMD/2015/0435 to councillors on 

email, due to its large size he had not printed it off.  No councillor requested a printed copy. 

 

124/17.  Alton Towers.  

i. Cllr James was not able to be present but had sent word that she had nothing for this item of 

business.  No other councillors had anything to report about Alton Towers. 

 

125/17.  Footpaths. 

i. Most footpaths have now been strimmed.  No other issues. 

 

126/17.  Village Hall.   

i. Car-park repairs were discussed.  Cllr Worthington had sent word that no extra funding was 

available from Alton Towers other than the funds already promised.  Cllr Shepherd explained the 

3 quotes the council had received from Alan Dingley for the costing of tarmacking the car-park.  

The quotes were from W.T. Riley and Sons Ltd, Lichfield Tarmacadam Ltd and Mac 

Groundwork Contractors Ltd.  Following a discussion which included input from Alan Dingley 

who had arranged the quotes it was decided that the council would assist with the payment for 
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repairs to the car-park at the front of the village hall as the side and rear are in good repair, also 

the cost would be prohibitive to complete the whole car-park.  The best quote was from Mac 

Groundwork Contractors who had quoted £9,593 (ex VAT) for the front car-park.  From various 

sources, the village hall committee have been promised £5,500 leaving the council to pay the 

remaining £4,093.  As this is a community project Cllr Shepherd proposed and Cllr Forrester 

seconded that the council pay the £4,093 difference (there will also be £1,918.60 VAT but this 

can be reclaimed).  No money to be paid from the council’s funds until the £5,500 is in the 

council’s account.  The proposal was carried by the council.  Mr. Dingley to arrange with the 

Clerk the payment of the funds into the council’s accounts after he has checked the company has 

a good reputation.  The Clerk will pay the company in accordance with business practice.  

Action:  Agenda item for an update in October. 

ii. Millennium Stone: The Clerk reported he had met with Andrea Stafford again and she had 

provided a photograph of the stone when it was new.  The Clerk had arranged for the picture to be 

enhanced (photographs show to the council) and he will give the picture to Mrs Stafford after the 

meeting if the council wished him to continue.  This has been previously approved and the Clerk 

was asked to continue and update the council with the cost for approval.  Action:  Agenda item 

for an update in October. 

 

127/17.  Lengthsman. 

i. The lengthsman reported that the Roundhouse has had the weeds removed and the High Street 

has been treated with weed killer and Alton Bridge.  There are more areas still to be done. 

  

128/17.  Highways and Road Safety. 

i. Ashbourne Community Transport was discussed and the talk which had been given by Iris Raile 

at the White Hart earlier in the day.  A member of the public was allowed to speak and expressed 

the wish for Mrs Raile to also give a talk at the council, this had been cancelled for this meeting 

due to the same talk being given in Alton earlier in the day.  After a discussion the council 

decided that Mrs Raile should be invited next month to update the council on the position 

regarding a bus service in Alton.  Action:  Clerk to arrange. 

ii. Cllr Hollins reported that vehicles are parking in the turning head in Saltersford Lane causing an 

obstruction.  Action:  Clerk to request the local PCSO visits to see if the police can help. 

iii. Cllr Brindley stated he has reported the pot hole on the B5032 near to Shirley Drive, it has not 

been repaired and he will report it again.  Action: Cllr Brindley. 

 

129/17.  Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard. 

i. Cllr Forrester reported that the church yard and cemetery are generally in good order.   

 

130/17.  Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask questions/raise 
issues           

i. A member of the public stated that there are obscured road signs on the B5032 as the village is 

approached from Denstone.  Action: Cllr Shepherd volunteered to clear. 

ii. A member of the public stated there are moles in the cemetery and litter.  Action: Cllr Shepherd 

offered to deal with these issues. 

iii. Lamppost number 1 on Lime Kiln lane has been damaged and the light now points upwards.  

Action:  Clerk to report to Highways (SCC). 
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131/17.  Planning and Licensing Applications. 

i. SMD/2017/0444.  Mr Prince, Land at Horse Road, Alton.  Erection of a detached cottage.  A 
member of the public was allowed to state her objections regarding this application as a 
nearby resident.  The council then discussed the application and decided to object to the 
planning on the following grounds.  a) Inappropriate development in a conservation area.  b) 
The development is above a sewage system which could cause problems.  c) The council had 
concerns over the dangerous access to the proposed property. 

 

132/17. Planning decisions.   

i. SMD/2017/248.  Corner Cottage Horse Road, Alton.  Grant of listed building consent. 
ii. SMD/2017/0265.  21, Glen Drive.  Two storey front extension.  Refusal of planning permission. 

iii. SMD/2017/0550.  Alton Bridge Hotel.  Retention of extension to outbuilding, 2 lamp standards 
and overflow car-park.  Invalid application. 

iv. SMD/2017/0261.  Mr Jonathan Shepherd, 3, Vicarage Row, Alton.  Retention of shed.  Full 
permission for development. 

v. SMD/2017/0358.  DET/2017/0014. Mr Adam Ball, The Spond Farm, Gallows Green Alton.  
Agricultural Slurry Lagoon and Portal Frame Agricultural Building.  Approved. 

vi. SMD/2017/0390.  Mr P. Draycott, Stanford House, Denstone Lane, Alton.  Detached garage.  
Application withdrawn. 

vii. SMD/2017/0336.  James Spooner, 2, Castle Barn, Castle Hill Road, Alton.  Proposed 
outbuilding.  Approved. 

viii. SMD/2017/0468.  Martyn Shaw, 1, Summerhill, Gallows Green, Alton.  Removal of condition 17 
relating to SMD/2016/0150.  Approved. 

All were read out by Cllr Shepherd. 
 
133/17.  Correspondence requiring response. 

i. None for this meeting. 
 

134/17.  Correspondence for Information. 

i. Email requesting weeding of the Roundhouse and Alton Bridge. 
ii. Email confirming copy of decision re SMD/2015/0435 was sent to councillors. 

iii. Email to SCC Highways requesting hedge to be cut back in Dimble Lane. 
iv. Email to Cllr Worthington re funds for village hall car-park and highway’s issues. 
v. Email to planning re August planning decisions by the council. 

vi. Letter from Richard Newton (internal auditor).  The council agreed to keep Mr Newton as the 
internal auditor. 

vii. Email from Fred Eyre detailing certain issues with weeds, potholes, street lights and highways. 
 

All were read out by the Chair and the Clerk. 
 

135/17.  Finance. 

i. Clerk salary £414.34.   
ii. Lengthsman wages and expenses.  £340.00   

iii. Invoice from Richard Newton for the internal audit.  £145.00. 
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iv. Jackson’s Nurseries £871.80 (Net £726.50, VAT £145.30) Paid. 
v. Income £66.00 Nettlebank-Headstone. 

vi. Authorised payments for August 2017 to be signed off by the Council. 
vii. Current bank balances to be presented to the Council. 

 
 

The finances were proposed by Cllr Forrester and seconded by Cllr Shepherd and carried. 

 

There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 7.55pm. 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Chairman 2nd October 2017 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Clerk 


