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Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 3rd January 2017 at 7pm 
At Alton Village Hall 

 
Present:  Councillor J. Shepherd (Chair) 

Councillor S Hollins, Councillor E Bailey, Councillor P Ballard 

Councillor E. Brindley, Councillor A. Forrester, Councillor T. Wilkinson, Councillor E. 

James.  

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk) 

Apologies: Councillor M. Worthington (SCC). 

 

In Attendance: 2 members of the public. 

 

The meeting was opened by Cllr Shepherd the Chair at 7pm. 

 

1/17.  Declarations of Interest.  
Members were invited to declare any interests they may have in any matter identified for discussion at the 

Meeting.  Cllr Wilkinson stated he had an interest in item 13 (i) on the agenda, planning application 

SMD/2016/0739 so he would take no part in this item. 

 

2/17.  Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 5th December 2016. 

The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by 

Cllr Forrester and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the Clerk. 

 

3/17.  Matters arising. 

i. Cllr Brindley stated that item 181 (iii) on the last minutes should read a zebra crossing on Smythy 

Bank, not High Street, this was amended. 

ii. Cllr Shepherd reported that the street lights on Lime Kiln Bank are spaced between 30-40 metres 

apart so extra lighting was not needed (item 189/16 (ii) December minutes a matter raised by a 

member of the public). 

 

4/17.  Alton Towers. 

i. Cllr James had nothing to report but will forward the liaison meeting minutes to the clerk. 

 

5/17.  Footpaths. 
i. Cllr Shepherd reported that the railings are now in place on the doctors steps and Lime Kiln 

Bank.  He has the invoice which he will give to the clerk as the payment has previously been 

authorised by the council. 

 

6/17.  Village Hall.   
i. Cllr Ballard had nothing to report on this matter. 

 

7/17.  Lengthsman. 
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i. The Lengthsman reported he had just been tidying in the village, there are no issues he is aware 

of. 

 

8/17.  Highways and Road Safety. 
i. Cllr Brindley reported that the two speed indicators are still in the village. 

ii. Cllr Shepherd reported that the Farley Lane Bridge had been slightly damaged on the Alton side 

following what appeared to be a vehicle collision.  It is not dangerous and he had reported it to 

SCC Highways. 

 

9/17.  Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard. 

i. Cllr Forrester reported both sites were in order.  

 

10/17.  Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask 
questions/raise issues:   

i. A member of the public asked about the bus service as he had missed recent meetings.  Cllr 
Shepherd explained the vastly reduced service to him. 

 

11/17.  Precept for 2017/18. 
i. The council considered the precept for the forthcoming year.  The Clerk reported that the 

Lengthsman’s scheme from SCC would cease after this current year and the amount claimed 

last year was £1100.00 and in previous years had been higher, he stated the council may wish 

to consider how this money would now be raised, also the Council Tax Support Grant had 

been reduced from £316.15 to £200.71.  The Clerk handed out a spreadsheet giving 

examples of possible precepts stating.  The council then discussed the matter considering a 

number of options including the use of reserves.  Cllr James pointed out that reserves are 

mainly for capital projects not the day to day running of the council.  Following the 

discussion Cllr Brindley stated he preferred the first example put forward giving an increase 

in revenue of £500.00 taking a band ‘D’ property to £29.46 from £27.94 (increase of £1.52 

per year).  This was proposed by Cllr James and seconded by Cllr Forrester and carried 

unanimously.  Action: Clerk to arrange. 

 

12/17.  Planning and Licensing Applications. 

i. SMD/2016/0739 and 0740.  Bulls Head Inn, High Street, Alton.  Alterations and new 
extension.  No objections. 

ii. SMD/2016/0771. Mrs P. Brown, 11, Fair View, Battlesteads, Alton. Certificate for lawful use 
of outbuilding.  Objection agreed by all the councillors on the grounds this was an unlawful 
development in the first place.  It is also over development in the area and will result in an 
increase in traffic. 

iii. SMD/2015/0435. Update re appeal hearing.  The council was given an update by several 
councillors and the Clerk on the current situation.  The planning application is going to a 
hearing which will be held locally in Leek in the council building Stockwell House.  The Clerk 
reported that members of the public can attend and speak if the Chair of the meeting allows 
it.  The date is presently not known. 
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13/17. Planning decisions.   

i. None for this meeting. 
 
14/17.  Correspondence requiring response. 

i. The Clerk read out a letter from SCC regarding debt benefit and consumer advice, requesting a 
donation towards this service which the County Council is about to cease to fund.  Following a 
discussion the Council decided they were not in a position to assist.  Action: Clerk to inform SCC. 

 
15/17.  Correspondence for Information. 

i. Email of thanks to Liz Greenwood, Alton Towers. 

ii. Email to SCC re fly tipping. 

iii. Email to planning December planning decisions. 

iv. Email from SCC re funding for Lengthsmans scheme (this is the final year). 

v. Email to electoral Services SMDC re casual vacancy on the parish council. 

 
All were read out and commented where appropriate by the Chair and the Clerk. 

 

16/17.  Finance. 

i. Clerk salary £394.53 
ii. Lengthsman wages £75.00 and expenses £6.72. 

iii. Payment to HMRC £296.00. 
iv. Authorised payments for December 2016 to be signed off by the Council. 
v. Current bank balances to be presented to the Council. 

 

 

The finances were proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Cllr Forrest and carried. 

 

There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 7.50pm. 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Chairman 6th February 2017 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Clerk 


