Present:

Alton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 2" October 2017 at 7pm
At Alton Village Hall

Councillor J. Shepherd (Chair)
Councillor P Ballard, Councillor S Hollins, Councillor E Bailey, Councillor A. Forrester,
Councillor M. Worthington (SCC).

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk)

Apologies: Councillor E. James, Councillor T. Wilkinson, Councillor K. Woods,
Councillor E. Brindley.

In Attendance: 6 members of the public.

The meeting was opened by Cllr Shepherd the Chair at 7pm.

136/17.
I.

137/17.

138/17.
I.

139/17.

Declarations of Interest.
Cllr Shepherd declared an interest in the planning application SMD/2017/0497, Ivy Cottage as the
applicant Mr Beattie is his brother-in-law.

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 4" September 2017.
The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by Cllr Shepherd and
seconded by ClIr Forrester and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the Clerk.

Matters arising.

The hedge along the length of Dimble Lane has still not been cut back along its length, but just by
the junction. This has been reported to SCC Highways by the Clerk.

The Saltersford Lane parking issue has abated, Clir Hollins will speak to anyone causing a
problem. The area has also been visited by the local PCSO when there was not a problem. The
local PCSO has offered to visit the parish council and the clerk was asked to arrange this.
Action: Clerk to arrange.

Cllr Shepherd reported the mole has been caught that was digging in the cemetery.

Talk to the council by Iris Raile, Operations Business Co-ordinator, Ashbourne

Community Transport.

Iris Raile gave a short talk to the council about the services at present offered to the area to enable
people to use transport to travel to the Cheadle and Leek areas. She pointed out that the service
could be lost and urged people to write to their MP and local District Councillor to support the
scheme. ClIr Worthington asked if Mrs Raile could find out the funding requirement for the
scheme, which she agreed to do. The council and members of the public present thanked Mrs
Raile for taking the time to visit the meeting. Action: Clerk to forward to Iris Raile contact
email for Cllr Worthington.



140/17.
i.

141/17.
I.

142/17.
i.

143/17.
I.

144/17.
i.

145/17.
i.

146/17.

Alton Parish Council
Alton Towers.
Alton Towers liaison ClIr James was not able to be present. The Clerk stated he had received a
copy of future events for Alton Towers which had been circulated on email and was available if
anyone wished to have a copy. No other councillors had anything to report about Alton Towers.

Footpaths.

Cllr Shepherd stated he had been trying to contact Mr Paul Rochford from SCC about footpath
issues but a new system was in place which was making contact very difficult including getting a
reply to emails. Clir Worthington agreed to see if he could help. Action: Clir Worthington.

Village Hall.

Car-park repairs were discussed. An email from Alan Dingley was read out which stated that the
only funding that was awaited before he could transfer funds to the council to pay for the car-park
repairs was £2,000 being arranged by Cllr Worthington. Clir Worthington stated that the money
had been approved but there is some additional paperwork to be completed. The Clerk gave ClIr
Worthington contact details for Alan Dingley so that this issue can be concluded. Action: CllIr
Worthington.

The Clerk stated he had visited Andrea Stafford and handed to her the enlarged and enhanced
photograph of the Millennium Stone so that work can be completed to replace it. He has tried to
contact her since but had not been able to contact her. Action: Clerk to follow up.

Lengthsman.

The comments have now been received regarding Alton’s performance in the Best Kept Village
competition. These were handed to the Lengthsman as many were cosmetic and easily rectified.
Cllr Forrester asked for the grid tops to be cleared as they are now getting covered in leaves.
Action: Lengthsman to arrange.

Highways and Road Safety.

Cllr Brindley, highways liaison was not present but the Clerk read out an email from him
detailing the work he had requested to be done, including potholes near vy Cottage, broken
chevrons on the B5032, a blocked grid and water on the road in Battlesteads. Some of those
issues and a damaged lamppost in Lime Kiln Lane, an overgrown lamppost on the B5032 at the
Battlesteads junction have also been reported by the Clerk.

Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard.

Cllr Forrester reported that the shed in the parish cemetery is covered in Ivy and in need of
painting. Action: The Lengthsman to attend to this.

Clir Shepherd reported litter in the cemetery. Action: Lengthsman to attend.

The Clerk stated it was 2 years since the council reviewed the cemetery charges and asked if the
council wished to review them. Following a discussion Cllr Forrester proposed a 5% increase in
the charges, this was seconded by ClIr Shepherd and carried. Action: Clerk to arrange.

Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask

questions/raise issues

Nothing was brought up for discussion.



Alton Parlsh Council
147/17. Planning and Licensing Applications.
i. SMD/2017/0497. Demolition of vy Cottage and erection of 1 replacement dwelling and 10
new dwellings. Due to a personal interest (see 136/17 i ) Clir Shepherd handed the Chair to
Clir Forrester for this item of business. After a long discussion CllIr Forrester proposed and Clir
Bailey seconded no objections to the application. This was carried on a vote of three
councillors in favour and one abstention. Cllr Shepherd did not take part in the vote.

148/17. Planning decisions.
None for this meeting.

149/17. Correspondence requiring response.
i. Email from PCSO Staples regarding parking in Saltersford Lane and offering to visit the parish
council. Action: Clerk to invite PCSO Staples to the next council meeting (see 138/17 ii).

150/17. Correspondence for Information.
i Letter re poster of surgeries for Karen Bradley MP.
ii. BKV competition letter.
iii. Invitation to pay subscription to Staffs Playing Fields Association £15.00.
iv. Support Staffordshire Voluntary Transport.

V. Email to internal auditor.

vi. Email to Highways re parish council planning recommendations September 2017.
vii. Email to SCC Highways re repairs and cutting back hedges in the village and responses.
viii. Documents re Ashbourne Community Transport.

iX. Email re Royal British Legion, Lamppost Poppies.

X. Trip to London and tour of Westminster (from Karen Bradley MP).

Xi. Alton Towers update.

All were read out by the Chair and the Clerk.

151/17. Finance.
i. Clerk salary £414.34.
ii. Lengthsman wages £170.00 and expenses £12.68.
iii. Jackson’s Nurseries £1307.70 (Net £1089.75, VAT £217.95) Paid.
iv. Jackson’s Nurseries £871.80 (Net £726.50, VAT £145.30). Paid.
V. HMRC £310.80.
vi. Authorised payments for September 2017 to be signed off by the Council.
vii. Current bank balances to be presented to the Council.

The finances were proposed by ClIr Forrester and seconded by Clir Shepherd and carried.

There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 7.45pm.






