Alton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 12" June 2017 at 7.25pm
At Alton Village Hall

Present: Councillor J. Shepherd (Chair)
Councillor P Ballard, Councillor E. Brindley, Councillor A. Forrester, Councillor S
Hollins, Councillor E. James, Councillor C. Woods.
Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk)
Apologies: Councillor E Bailey, Councillor T. Wilkinson, Councillor M. Worthington
(SCO).

In Attendance: 8 members of the public.

The meeting was opened by ClIr Shepherd the Chair at 7pm.

81/17. Declarations of Interest.
There were no declarations of interest.

82/17. Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 1% May 2017.
The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by Clir Shepherd and seconded by
Cllr Forrester and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the Clerk.

83/17. Matters arising.
There were no matters arising.

Due to Clir Brindley having another commitment the Chair, Clir Shepherd altered the order of the agenda
to allow ClIr Brindley to speak on his area of responsibility and other matters.

84/17. Footpaths.

i.  Cllr Brindley reported that the footpath leading from Lime Kiln Lane was overgrown and as the
County Council Gang no longer operates brought it to the councils attention as it would take the
lengthsman several days to clear on his own. CllIr Shepherd said he would speak to the owner.
Action: Cllr Shepherd.

85/17. Highways and Road Safety.
i.  Cllr Brindley reported that the water on the road in Battlesteads (minute 72/17 (i) last month) had
dried up so it was difficult to identify where the problem was coming from, he has reported it to
SCC and will follow this up. Action: Clir Brindley.

ii.  Cllr Brindley is also working with SCC to have ‘stop signs’ placed at the Tythe Barn crossroads.

iii.  Cllr Brindley reported that potholes in Uttoxeter Road have been marked ready for repair.

iv.  ClIr Brindley said he had received a number of complaints regarding parking in the village in
Malthouse Road making it difficult for people to get out of their driveways and leaving no room
for emergency vehicles. Parking on Lime Kiln Lane was also making it difficult to see when
driving out of private driveways. Action: Cllr Shepherd will check the parking and if
necessary ask the clerk to notify the police.
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86/17. Alton Towers.

87/17.

An email from Alton Towers was read out by the chair regarding traffic management in the
village from the 10" to the 21 July. The council supports this. Action: Clerk to write to Alton
Towers and inform them.

Cllr James had nothing else to report for this item of business.

Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask

questions/raise issues: Nothing was raised.

88/17. Village Hall.

89/17.

Cllr Ballard had nothing to report for this item of business.

Cllr Shepherd reported that following an invitation to install a community defibrillator in the
village he had secured a donation from JCB of £500 and £250 from Alton Towers and he has
placed collection buckets in the local public houses. The defibrillator is housed in a secure
reinforced box which has a combination lock. If a ‘999’ call is made then the ambulance service
gives the called the combination. He explained that the total cost was just under £2,000. Clir
Shepherd asked if the council would make up any short fall in the cost. Clir James stated every 2
to 3 years there is a maintenance cost of £250 with £30 for new pads if the device is used. The
council decided this is a worthwhile cause and to support it, however as precise costings were not
available it will be an agenda item at the next meeting for final approval. ClIr Shepherd
suggested it be sited at the village hall on an outside wall.

Cllr Wood stated that there is a security risk to the rear of the village hall and asked if the council
supported the barrier to the rear car-park being locked overnight. This was agreed.

Lengthsman.

The lengthsman was absent from the meeting so CllIr Forrester spoke on his behalf. He stated that
a lot of strimming needed to be done in the village, which the lengthsman would attend to.

The flowers for the village have now been delivered from Alton Towers, the lengthsman will
plant around the village. Action: Clerk to write and thank Alton Towers.

90/17. Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard.

91/17.

Cllr Forrester reported that both sites are in good order and that the mowing is very good.

Councillor Shepherd again declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask

questions/raise issues:

A member of the public asked whether it would be better to locate the proposed
defibrillator in the main street of the village rather than the village hall as more people are
in this area. Cllr Shepherd said the reason he suggested the village hall was that there was
room for the air ambulance to land nearby and other emergency vehicles. Final decision at
the next meeting.

A member of the public stated that the grass verges had been cut in parts of the area which
had not been asked for. The council agreed that only grass verges limiting visibility should
be cut. Action: Clerk to contact Clir Worthington to clarify to position.
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iii. A member of the public reported a bed of nettles in Lime Kiln Lane which needed removing.
Action: Clir Shepherd will look at this issue.

92/17. Planning and Licensing Applications.
i. SMD/2017/0265. Mr and Mrs Ratcliffe, 21, Glen Drive, Alton. Two storey front
extension. No objections.
ii. SMD/2017/0248. Mr and Mrs McBride, Corner Cottage Horse Road, Alton. Listed
building consent for removal and replacement windows. No objections.

93/17. Planning decisions.
i None for this meeting.

94/17. Correspondence requiring response.
i.  Email regarding community defibrillators. (Discussed at 88/17 (ii) ).

95/17. Correspondence for Information.
i Email to enforcement officer re dog fouling.
ii. Email to SMDC planning regarding last months planning decisions.
iii. Letter regarding ‘Fly the Red Ensign’, Merchant Navy day. (Cllr Forrester to see if St.
Peter’s Church are interested).
iv. Email from Clir T. Wilkinson regarding activities for children the forthcoming weekend
Beer Festival in the village.
All were read out by the clerk.

96/17. Finance.

i Unaudited accounts now on the website.

ii.  Clerk salary annual review. The clerk’s salary was discussed as follows: Pay rise from 1%
April in line with national guidelines and an annual increment from 1% June (spinal point
LC2/29). This was proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Clir Forrester and
carried.

iii.  Clerk salary £422.18

iv. Lengthsman wages £180.00 and expenses £133.20.

v.  Jackson’s nurseries (invoice 28.4.17) Gross £871.80 (net £726.50, VAT £145.30). Paid
6.6.17). The clerk mentioned that to avoid Jackson’s waiting a long time for payment he
had paid this invoice as the council had approved these payments at the April 2017
meeting when the contract was agreed (minute 60/17 (i)). He had discussed this with
the Chair. The council were happy with this arrangement.

vi.  Jackson’s nurseries (invoice 31.5.17) Gross £871.80 (net £726.50, VAT £145.30

vii.  Zurich Insurance £454.83.
viii.  Authorised payments for May/June 2017 to be signed off by the Council.

ix.  Current bank balances to be presented to the Council.

The finances were proposed by CllIr Shepherd and seconded by Clir Forrest and carried.
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There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 7.35pm.

SIGNEU. .. vvevcececeeteteercce ettt renes Chairman 3 July 2017



