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Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 8th July 2020 at 7pm 

By Video Conference 

 
Present: Councillor J. Shepherd, Councillor (Chair), Councillor P. Gwinnett, Councillor R. Wood, 

Councillor P. Ballard, Councillor M. Worthington (SCC). 

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk) 

 

Apologies: Councillor E. Brindley, Councillor E. Bailey, Councillor A. Forrester, Councillor S. Hollins, 

Councillor E. James, Councillor H. Plimley (SMDC).  It should be noted that several councillors could 

not attend the meeting due to the technical issues related to video conferencing. 

Three members of the public.  The lengthsman was not present. 

Due to the Coronavirus epidemic the meeting was held under the authority of ‘The Local Authorities and 

Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) 

(England And Wales) Regulations 2020’.  The meeting was therefore held by video conference. 

The meeting was opened by Cllr Shepherd at 7pm. 

 

83/20. Declarations of Interest.  

i. There were no declarations of interest. 

 

84/20. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 10th June 2020 by video conference. 

i. The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by Cllr Shepherd and 

seconded by Cllr Gwinnett and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair (the clerk to sign at a 

future meeting).   

 

85/20. Matters arising. 

i. There were no matters arising. 

 

86/20.  Coronavirus update regarding parish council business. 

i. The clerk reported no change in the current rules that meetings should only be held remotely. 

 

87/20. Lengthsman. 

i. The lengthsman was not present so the clerk stated that she had been asked to clear the ‘doctors 

steps’.  The clerk reported that the conifer (minute 75/20 iv) was too large for the Lengthsman to 

tackle.  The lengthsman should take delivery of the new lawnmower on 9th July the invoice has not 

yet been received. 

ii. The amendments to the lengthsmans contract put forward by Cllr Wood were proposed by Cllr 

Shepherd and seconded by Cllr Gwinnett and carried.  The Lengthsman will be invited to agree this 

new contract.  Action:  Clerk to arrange. 

iii. It was mentioned that the ‘doctors steps’ need special attention on a regular basis by the 

Lengthsman to prevent a build up of debris.  Action: Clerk to inform the lengthsman. 
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88/20. Alton Towers.  

i. The clerk reported that he had spoken to the lengthsman about the flowers for the village she will 

arrange via Cllr James who has details from Alton Towers regarding the purchase of flowers. 

 

89/20. Footpaths. 

i. Cllr Gwinnett reported that she and her partner had tackled the footpath from Saltersford Lane to 

Denstone (No 64), which was a task she volunteered for at the last meeting. 

ii. Cllr Plimley had reported complaints from Denstone residents about a footpath across a private 

property being shut off at Crumpwood Weir between Alton and Denstone.  Cllr Shepherd has 

arranged liaison with Cllr Sankey (SMDC) who has agreed to take this forward.  There is a right of 

access issue which is complicated and requires some research to determine what right of way, if any,  

does exist.  Cllr Sankey will make a definitive map modification order as necessary. 

 

90/20. Village Hall.   

i. Following the recent decision by the village hall committee supported by the parish council to end 

vehicles using the playing fields by the village hall a letter has been received from some residents 

of Lime Kiln Lane requesting to purchase or lease land so that vehicular access can continue.  The 

parish council own the land with the village hall committee responsible for the day to day running 

of the amenity.  Linda Goodwin (Chairperson of the village hall committee) was present and stated 

that she had spoken to the committee and no-one agreed with the proposal.  Cllr Shepherd stated 

that Alton FC would now be using the playing fields on a regular basis for training and matches. 

Cllr Gwinnett stated she feels the council should support the village hall and volunteered to take 

part in any meeting with residents.  Following a discussion, it was agreed that a meeting will be 

arranged by the village hall committee which will be supported by Cllr’s Ballard and Gwinnett.  

Action: Cllr Ballard to report back following the meeting. 

ii. Cllr Ballard pointed out that several points raised in the residents letter were inaccurate with Cllr 

Shepherd pointing out that contrary to a statement in the letter the parish council have no powers to 

approve planning applications. 

iii. Cllr Shepherd reported that the new parish notice board is now ready, the council agreed that is 

should be placed on land at the top of Lime Kiln Lane.  Action:  Cllr Shepherd will arrange and 

report back. 

 

91/20. Highways and Road Safety. 

i. Parking and large vehicle access Cheadle Road/Cedar Hill.  A complaint had been received 

from Mr Cash (who was present at the meeting) regarding large vehicles, mainly coaches 

travelling along Cheadle Road into Cedar Hill which had difficulty negotiating parts of the road 

where he and other residents park, he sometimes has to move his car to let the coaches pass.  Mr 

Cash stated he thought the road is too narrow for such large vehicles and asked if the council 

could help with a sign to point out the road is not suitable for large vehicles.  Cllr Wood stated 

that the road was not part of the recommended route to Alton Towers and that he would be happy 

to approach SCC and ask for the requested signs.  After a discussion this was agreed.  Action:  

Cllr Wood to liaise with Mr Cash and contact SCC.  Report back at the next meeting.     

ii. Cllr Wood reported that weeds are growing through the kerbs in Shirley Drive and Glen Drive. 

Action:  Clerk to ask the lengthsman to attend. 

iii. Cllr Worthington mentioned that part of Red Road is collapsing, this has been reported by Cllr 

Plimley to Mr David Greatbatch at SMDC and he is sending out a team to inspect the road. 
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92/20. Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard. 

i. Cllr Shepherd reported that part of a wall has collapsed in the old Church yard, he will assess it and 

report back if further action is needed.  Action: Cllr Shepherd. 

 

93/20. Cllr Shepherd declared an open forum for members of the public to ask questions.  Nothing 

was asked. 

 

94/20. Planning and Licensing Applications. 

i. SMD/2020/0311.  CFM Nationwide Holdings Ltd, 3, High Street, Alton.  Single storey rear 

extension.  The council felt they did not have sufficient information to comment on this 

application but do realise it is subject to listed building approval.  Also parking in an already 

crowded area may be increased as an unintended consequence. 

ii. SMD/2020/0281.  Carl Jenkinson, Corner Cottage, Gallows Green, Alton.  Two storey extension, 

single storey rear extension and replacement of existing flat roof with pitched roof.  The council 

object to this application on the grounds that it does not fit in with the local vernacular.  The 

building should be built with stone and not brick to blend in properly. 

iii. SMD/2020/0291.  Jeremy Dodge, 22, Shirley Drive, Alton.  Reconstruction of main roof and brick 

gables to rectify structural movement and create attic bedroom and study.  The council object to 

this development on the grounds that it will be overbearing and dominant and not in keeping 

with the area. 

iv. SMD/2020/0264.  Sandra Satchell, Alton Castle, Castle Hill Road, Alton.  Proposed erection of low 

level challenge course.  No objections. 

 

95/20. Planning decisions.   

i. None for this meeting. 
 
96/20.  Parish Website.   

i. The clerk reported he had received an email from Mrs Susan Green a member of the Alton 
Website group explaining that the group wish to cease responsibility for the parish website and 
asking the parish council to consider taking over.  The clerk explained he already works with a 
website designer on other projects a Mr Christopher Priestley and if the council wished he 
would approach Mr Priestley to take over the webmasters duties.  The cost is likely to be in the 
region of £100 a year, with possible set-up costs depending whether the current website is used 
or another one built.  It was proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Cllr Ballard that the  
clerk can approach Mr Priestley to take over, this was carried.  The council also asked for a firm 
quote on the costs.  Action: The clerk to arrange and report back.  
 

97/20. Correspondence requiring response. 

i. Email re management of the parish website. 

ii. Email from Mr Cash re vehicle use Cheadle Road/Cedar Hill. 

iii. Email from the lengthsman re a new lawnmower.   

iv. Email from Mr Burrows re vehicular access across the playing fields. 

All were read out by the clerk and have been addressed during the meeting. 
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98/20. Correspondence for Information. 

i. Confirmation Mazars have received the accounts for external audit.  Unaudited accounts are on 
the parish website. 

ii. Letter sent to residents of Lime Kiln Lane re use of vehicles on playing field from the village hall 
committee and the council. 
The correspondence was read out by the Clerk. 

 

99/20. Finance. 

i. Internal auditor retirement.  The clerk reported that the internal auditor Richard Newton had 
informed him that he is retiring so a new auditor will be required for next year.  The clerk stated 
that Mr Keith Ford, an accountant who lives in Alton already works for the council dealing with 
the clerks salary, HRMC payments and also gives regular advice as needed.  Mr ford is also the 
internal auditor for other parish councils in the area.  Cllr Shepherd proposed and Cllr Wood 
seconded that the clerk approach Mr Ford to be the internal auditor, this was carried.  Action:  
The clerk to ask Mr Ford and report back. 

ii. Clerk salary £473.19.  Printer ink £36.49 
iii. Lengthsman wages £242.00 
iv. Invoice for playground equipment £986.40 incl VAT (net £822.00). 
v. Buxus Green £495.00 (paid) 

vi. Authorised payments for June 2020 were agreed and will be signed off by the council at a future 
meeting.  (Circulated prior to the meeting). 

vii. Current bank balances were presented to the Council.  (Circulated prior to the meeting). 
The finances were proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Cllr Wood and carried. 
 
There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 8.10pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Chairman Wednesday 9th September 2020 

 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Clerk 


