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Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 11th November 2020 at 7pm 

By Video Conference 

 
Present: Councillor J. Shepherd, Councillor (Chair), Councillor P. Gwinnett, Councillor R. Wood, 

Councillor P. Ballard, Councillor M. Worthington (SCC).   

 

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk) 

 

Apologies: Councillor E. Bailey, Councillor S. Hollins, Councillor E. James, Councillor E. Brindley, 

Councillor H. Plimley (SMDC).   

 

It should be noted that three parish councillors could not attend the meeting due to the technical issues 

related to video conferencing. 

The lengthsman was present. 

Due to the Coronavirus epidemic the meeting was held under the authority of ‘The Local Authorities and 

Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) 

(England And Wales) Regulations 2020’.  The meeting was therefore held by video conference. 

The meeting was opened by Cllr Shepherd at 7pm. 

 

133/20. Declarations of Interest.  

i. Cllr Shepherd stated that planning application SMD/2020/0600 is next door to his mother-in-law 

and SMD/2020/0610 is on land adjacent to land he owns.  In both cases he has no interest and 

would not vote against the applications. 

 

134/20. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 14th October 2020 by video conference. 

i. The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded 

by Cllr Ballard and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair (the clerk to sign at a future meeting).   

 

135/20. Matters arising. 

i. There were no matters arising. 

 

136/20.  Coronavirus update regarding parish council business. 

i. The clerk reported that now there is once again a national lockdown meetings should continue to 

be held by video conference. 

 

137/20. Lengthsman. 

i. Cllr Shepherd reported that the lengthsmans hours have increased and that he and Cllr Wood had 

walked the village with the lengthsman since the last meeting to discuss work to be completed.  

This had been a very useful meeting.  The lengthsman joined the meeting slightly late and gave an 

update on the work she has done.  Mrs Woods was thanked for the work she has done.  She was 

asked to remove as many leaves as possible over the coming period. 
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138/20. Alton Towers.  

i. The clerk reported that the gardens at Alton Towers will be re-opening from Friday 13th 

November. 

ii. Cllr Wood asked if there was any update on the reported noise from the resort.  Cllr Shepherd 

stated that this was being dealt with by Cllr Plimley and the concerned resident.  

 

139/20. Footpaths. 

i. Cllr Shepherd reported that the bridle path leading from Saltersford Lane has a gate that requires 

repair.  Action: Clerk to report to Paul Rochford, footpaths SCC. 

 

140/20. Village Hall.   

i. Cllr Ballard reported that the village hall committee have had a meeting with local residents 

regarding the possible access to the rear of properties via the playing field.  The residents are going 

to liaise with SMDC and Severn Trent before submitting more plans. 

ii. The bollards preventing access to the playing fields by vehicles can be fitted.  Cllr Shepherd awaits 

contact from the village hall committee then he will assist in placing them. 

iii. Cllr Ballard stated there are a number of expenses the village hall will have to meet, one being the 

repair or replacement of the boiler.  A repair will cost about £1,000 and replacement as much as 

£8,000 for a new boiler. 

iv. The village hall are also discussing CCTV to cover the entry at the end of the building as it is being 

used as a lavatory on occasions.  

 

141/20. Highways and Road Safety. 

i. Cllr Wood reported he and Cllr Worthington had a remote meeting with Cllr David Williams of 

SCC Highways regarding gully’s and potholes.  The meeting was positive and Cllr Williams is 

trying to make some good changes to the workings of Highways particularly around flooding.  

The budget for Highways in the County is largely a stand-still budget and does not allow for 

improvements.  Attention is being given to such things as on-line reporting of issues by the public 

so that people receive feedback when work has been completed, e.g. before and after 

photographs.  Other examples of ideas in progress is to complete areas repairs of potholes and not 

just a single hole leaving others unrepaired.  It was also mentioned that farmers have a 

responsibility to keep drainage ditches clear on their land.  Part of any parish precept increase 

could be put towards highway repairs with match funding, but this idea will require further 

thought as Cllr Worthington thought match funding is unlikely due to the present position 

regarding public money.  Cllr Gwinnett thanked Cllr Wood for his hard work which was echoed 

by the other councillors.  

ii. Cllr Wood reported that the letters regarding the hedgerow in Dimble Lane had been delivered to 

residents in Shirley Drive.  There had been a couple of minor issues which had been ironed out. 

 

142/20. Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard. 

i. Cllr Shepherd has liaised with Mr Steve Massey, SMDC regarding the trees that need cutting 

back or felling in the St. Peters Church Yard.  It seems that Mr Massey will allow the work but 

the council must wait 6 weeks to be certain before work can commence, also the Church will have 

to be consulted.  Cllr Shepherd has two quotes for the work, one for £1,500 (Michael Johnson 

Tree Surgery Ltd, Uttoxeter) and one for £1,350 (J K Arboriculture, Brailsford, Derbys).  Cllr 

Shepherd proposed and Cllr Wood seconded the quote of £1,350 be accepted, this was carried. 
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ii. Cllr Shepherd has also requested quotes for the repair of the wall damaged by the trees, he awaits 

these quotes.  First a large tree root will have to be removed, this will require the use of a mini 

digger.  Action:  Cllr Shepherd to report back to the council.  

 

143/20. Planning and Licensing Applications. 

i. SMD/2020/0553.  David Rhodes, Alton Towers.  Listed building consent for Alton Towers 

heritage tour and scaremaze attraction.  (carried over from last month).  No objections. 

ii. SMD/2020/0601.  Mr R. Simister, The Cedars, Cedarhill, Alton. Outline planning permission 

with all matters reserved for 3 new detached dwellings on disused coal yard.  Cllr Shepherd 

gave a detailed description and overview of the application.  The councillors agreed to 

object to this application and Cllr Shepherd will prepare a letter for the clerk to submit to 

SMDC planning. 

iii. SMD/2020/0209.  Mr Simon Owen, 19, Headland Way, Alton.  Removal of ground floor window 

and replacement with a new threshold front access door and installation of a new step lift, for 

access for a disabled person.  No objections.  The council request that if it is found that the 

disabled access is not required at any time, then the building should be returned to its 

former state. 

iv. SMD/2020/0600.  Mr and Mrs T. Bland, 2, The Hurstones, Hurstons Lane, Alton.  Extensions to 

front and rear of property to extend living kitchen and provide an additional bedroom. Also 

extension to rear of garage to provide garden room.  No objections. 

v. SMD/2020/0606.  Mr and Mrs J and G Gill, Wyndham, Cedarhill, Alton.  Replacement front 

porch.  No objections. 

vi. SMD/2020/0581.  Agent-Hewitt & Carr Architects.  Land on the corner of Hurstons Lane, 

Uttoxeter Road, Alton.  Residential Dwelling.  The council object to this application on the 

grounds that the proposed building would be detrimental to the landscape character, it is 

inappropriate development (another planning application on this land is about to be 

withdrawn or refused).  The access to the site is very poor.  This application is also outside 

the local plan for Alton.  The council has previously objected to building on this site 

(SMD/2020/0063). 

vii. SMD/2020/0610.  Mrs V. Constable, Toothill Cottage, Toothill Lane, Alton.  New oak framed 

garage/carport/woodstore/mower shed building, replacing existing.  No objections. 

 

144/20. Planning decisions.   

i. None for this meeting. 

 
145/20.  Parish Council Updates.   

i. APC website.  Cllr Wood has submitted some ideas and recommendations for the website, which 

will be implemented.  The clerk asked that any other ideas be forwarded to him. 

ii. Cllr Shepherd stated that the conifer (minute 75/20 iv) can be removed at a cost of £100.  In view 

of the small cost the council agreed to this work.  Action:  Cllr Shepherd to arrange and report 

back. 

iii. Millennium Stone.  Cllr Shepherd is arranging for the stone to be prepared for the new ‘mosaic 

plate’ and for the slabs to be laid (minute 38/20 ii), the cost will be less that the £100 already 
agreed, likely to be £80.  Action:  Cllr Shepherd to arrange and report back to the council. 

iv. Cllr Wood stated that he will shortly be painting the handrails on the steps from Glen Drive to 
Dimble Lane (minute 164/19 ii).  Action:  Cllr Wood. 
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v. The clerk reported that the vacancy for a councillor had now been placed on the notice board 
and website, he awaits to hear from SMDC if an election is required, or if the council can co-opt 
a new member. 

 

146/20. Correspondence requiring response. 

i. None for this meeting. 

 

147/20. Correspondence for Information. 

i. Email to SMDC planning re APC comments on applications in October. 
ii. Email re invoice for parish notice board. 

 

The correspondence was read out by the Clerk. 

 

148/20. Finance. 

i. Clerk salary £486.16 
ii. Lengthsman wages £341.00 

iii. Buxus Green £495.00 October (paid).  
iv. Income Nettlebank £57.50 (2 x memorial inscriptions). 
v. Income Alliance Environmental Services (Lengthsman) £400.00 

vi. Authorised payments for October 2020 were agreed and will be signed off by the council at a 
future meeting. 

vii. Current bank balances were presented to the Council. 
 

The finances were proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Cllr Gwinnett and carried. 
 
There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 8.30pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Chairman Wednesday 9th December 2020 

 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Clerk 


