Alton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 9™ September 2020 at 7pm
By Video Conference

Present:Councillor J. Shepherd, Councillor (Chair), Councillor P. Gwinnett, Councillor R. Wood,
Councillor P. Ballard, Councillor E. James, Councillor E. Brindley.
Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk)

Apologies: Councillor E. Bailey, Councillor S. Hollins, Councillor H. Plimley (SMDC). Councillor M.
Worthington (SCC).

It should be noted that two parish councillors could not attend the meeting due to the technical issues
related to video conferencing.

The lengthsman was not present and no members of the public.

Due to the Coronavirus epidemic the meeting was held under the authority of ‘The Local Authorities and
Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings)
(England And Wales) Regulations 2020°. The meeting was therefore held by video conference.

The meeting was opened by ClIr Shepherd at 7pm.

Before the business was discussed Cllr Shepherd paid tribute to the late Councillor Arthur Sylvester
Forrester who passed away on Tuesday 25" August 2020. Councillor Forrester had served on the parish
council for 38 years, since 1982. He was a well-known figure in the community and as a parish
councillor his wealth of knowledge and wise counsel was always appreciated. He will be sadly missed
and the council’s thoughts are with his wife and family at this difficult time.

100/20. Declarations of Interest.
i. There were no declarations of interest.

101/20. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 8" July 2020 by video conference.

i.  The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by Clir Shepherd and
seconded by ClIr James and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair (the clerk to sign at a
future meeting). The virtual meeting on Wednesday 12" August was cancelled as wi-fi for
councillors was not working due to an electrical storm the previous night.

102/20. Matters arising.
i. There were no matters arising.

103/20. Coronavirus update regarding parish council business.
i.  The clerk reported no change in the current rules that meetings should only be held remotely.
New laws coming into force on Monday 14" September 2020 restricting gatherings to only 6
people may mean meetings will be held remotely for the foreseeable future.

104/20. Lengthsman.
i.  The lengthsman was not present. Cllr Shepherd reported that a resident had cleared the Doctors
Steps and that Post Office Alley and Shirley Drive need attention. Also many weeds are appearing
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at the edge of pavements these need clearing. It was noted that weed Killer should not be used in
public areas unless the user is licensed. Action: The clerk to bring to the attention of the
Lengthsman.

The council noted that the Lengthsman had only completed 31 hours of work during the period
from the last council meeting in July to the present day. The new contract which has now been
accepted by the council and the Lengthsman states that a maximum of 40 hours per calendar month
are available for the Lengthsman and the council would like her to work at that level in order to
keep the parish presentable. Action: The clerk to speak to the Lengthsman.

The council also wish the Lengthsman to attend council meetings so they can task her directly.
Action: The clerk to speak to the Lengthsman.

Cllr Wood asked that the new lawnmower bought for use by the Lengthsman be recorded by the
clerk as an asset of the council by the clerk. Action: The clerk to arrange.

105/20. Alton Towers.

Cllr James reported that Liz Greenwood, who had been the liaison between Alton Towers and the
council has retired.

The flowers from Alton Towers had only recently been planted by the Lengthsman and Cllr
Wood noted that the flower tubs are in a poor state of repair. Clir Shepherd stated he would
examine them at the end of the season and report back. Action: Cllr Shepherd to report back
to the council in due course.

106/20. Footpaths.

Cllr Shepherd report he has cleared footpath number 16.

Cllr Wood reported that the footpath between Townhead and Crumpwood cannot be walked as the
farmer has planted Maze and not kept the footpath clear. Clir Gwinnett commented that in a month
it will be clear. Cllr Shepherd stated he would speak to the farmer to remind him about the footpath.
Action: Cllr Shepherd.

107/20. Village Hall.

ClIr Ballard reported that the village hall committee had met and decided not to allow access to
vehicles across the playing fields from the village hall car-park. There is another possible access
off Lime Kiln Lane which the village hall committee are willing to discuss. SMDC would also
need to be approached if this was considered and ultimately the parish council would have to
decide if they were willing to sell any land, bearing in mind the Charity Commission would also be
involved. Other difficulties could be that householders may benefit from an increase in the value of
their properties and this would not be right from the sale of Charity Land. There is a long way to
go if this is to be considered. In the meantime permission has been given to some residents parking
at the village hall.

Cllr Ballard reported that the football pitch is now back in use, as is the play area which following
repairs has been signed off as safe for use during the Covid outbreak.

The bollards preventing access for vehicles to the playing fields were discussed and ClIr Shepherd
volunteered to speak to Alan Dingley to see how these are to be progressed. Action: ClIr
Shepherd.

Cllr Shepherd reported that the new parish notice board is now in place on Lime Kiln Lane near to
the village hall. Following some minor issues with the doors it is now ready for use. He will
supply a key for the clerk and put a notice on Facebook to tell local people.
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Highways and Road Safety.

Cllr Wood has emailed Anabelle Chell from SCC Highways regarding the large vehicles using
Cedar Hill and the parking problems. The email explained the problem and asked for better
signage in the Cheadle area. He has received a reply stating new signage will soon be in place
sending large vehicles via Oakamore which should improve the situation. The resident who made
the original report has been updated.

Cllr Wood stated that SCC reported that Gully clearing in Hurston Lane had been completed,
however the area is still flooding and it may be that the gully cleared is one on the village hall car-
park not the one blocked outside the car-park. Action: Cllr Wood will report the issue again.
Cllr Wood before the current restrictions due to Covid, was to have had a meeting to discuss
highways issues with Helen Fisher from SCC, she has now moved on and her replacement is
David Williams. No meeting has yet been arranged.

Cllr Wood mentioned that the hedges in Dimble Lane are now again growing into the road.
Following a discussion Cllir Wood will draft a letter for the clerk to circulate. This will be
discussed at the next meeting. Action: Cllr Wood.

Cllr Shepherd reported that he and the clerk had received a complaint about the hedge at the old
cemetery of St Peters Church being overgrown. This belongs to the Church and he has mentioned
it to the Church Warden, however it has still not been cut back. Action: The clerk to write to
the Church requesting the hedge is cut back.

Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard.

Cllr Shepherd reported that part of the wall in the old Church yard has collapsed onto the
allotments. Action: Cllr Shepherd will speak to the Church Warden to arrange repair.
Cllr Shepherd reported generally to parish cemetery and St Peters Church yard are being well
maintained.

Planning and Licensing Applications.
SMD/2020/0064. Paul Draycott, Stanford House, Denstone Lane, Alton. Retention of
replacement single storey rear extension (reduction in footprint from previous). No objections.

Planning decisions.

SMD/2020/0281. Carl Jenkinson, Corner Cottage, Gallows Green, Alton. Two storey extension,
single storey rear extension and replacement of existing flat roof with pitched roof. Refused.
SMD/2020/0291. Jeremy Dodge, 22, Shirley Drive, Alton. Reconstruction of main roof and
brick gables to rectify structural movement and create attic bedroom and study. Approved.
SMD/2019/0342. The Stone House, Malthouse Road, Alton, Staffordshire, ST10 4AG. Erection
of dwelling and alterations to existing access resubmission of SMD/2018/0413. Approved.

Parish Council Updates.
The clerk gave an update on the parish website. The webmaster Chris Priestley can now add
items but has not yet taken over the hosting as the other company have not yet amended their
records (settings), this has been requested. Billing will be completed after the change over.
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Deeds of Title. The clerk has circulated the Deeds of Title to the council for the land in and
around the village hall owned by the council, the work having been completed by Dicksons
Solicitors in Cheadle. The clerk has also instructed Dicksons to arrange Deeds of Easement for
the council.
Parish Councillors unable to attend council meetings during the Covid epidemic. The clerk
explained that any councillor who fails to attend any meeting of the council for 6 consecutive
months automatically ceases to be a member of the council unless s/he has a statutory excuse or
the failure is due to a reason approved by the council. Cllirs Brindley, Bailey and Hollins have
been unable to attend virtual meetings due to not having the technology or knowledge (ClIr
Brindley now has the technology and is attending meetings). ClIr Shepherd proposed and Cllr
James seconded that these were sufficient reasons for not attending during the present
unprecedented situation, this was carried by the council. All those named remain parish
councillors. Local Government Act 1972 section 85(1) and (2).

Correspondence requiring response.
None for this meeting.

Correspondence for Information.

Letter confirming Ford Partnership as the new internal auditor.

Thank you letter from retiring internal auditor Richard Newton.

Email to SMDC planning re APC comments on applications in July.

Email to Lengthsman asking for attention to weeds in Shirley Drive and extra attention to the
Doctors Steps.

Email to Lengthsman re amended contract (this has been agreed by the Lengthsman).

The correspondence was read out by the Clerk.
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Finance.

Clerk salary national pay award of 2.75% was discussed by the council, this had been circulated
to the council prior to the meeting. Clir Shepherd proposed and Cllr Ballard second the award
be approved, this was agreed by the council.

Clerk salary £550.59 includes backdated pay award to 1.4.2020.

HMRC £374.10.

Lengthsman wages £341.00

AEDdonate invoice £79.00. Defibrillator maintenance.

Invoice Taylormade Garden Machinery (lawn mower) Net £358.33 VAT £71.67.

Dicksons Solicitors invoice for £12 re Deeds of Title.

Buxus Green £495.00 July and £495 August (paid)

Richard Newton, internal auditor invoice £165.00 (Paid).

Income funeral services £762.00 (3 x £254).

VAT refund received £1,094.00

Authorised payments for July and August 2020 were agreed and will be signed off by the council
at a future meeting.

Current bank balances to be presented to the Council.
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The finances were proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Clir Ballard and carried.

There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 8.10pm.



