Alton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 11" March 2020 at 7pm
At Alton Village Hall

Present: Councillor J. Shepherd, Councillor (Chair), Councillor P Ballard, Councillor P. Gwinnett,
Councillor E. Bailey, Councillor R. Wood, Councillor E. James, Councillor A. Forrester, Councillor H.
Plimley (SMDC), Councillor M.Worthington (SCC).

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk)

Apologies: Councillor E. Brindley.

In Attendance: 2 members of the public and the lengthsman.
The meeting was opened by ClIr Shepherd at 7pm.

33/20. Declarations of Interest.
i. There were no declarations of interest.

34/20. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 12" February 2020
i. The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by ClIr Shepherd and seconded
by ClIr Forrester and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the Clerk.

35/20. Matters arising.
i. There were no matters arising.

36/20. Lengthsman.

i.  The Lengthsman was present and reported that she has been doing general clearing and tidying, it
has been too wet to do the first grass cut. She outlined work planned over the next month as the
growing season starts.

ii.  Cllr Forrester asked about the flowers tubs around the parish. Cllir Wood outlined the tubs he has
been able to obtain, they may be too small for use but are available if required. Cllr Shepherd
outlined the possibility of building concrete tubs, it was agreed he should explore this and report
back to the next meeting. Action: Cllr Shepherd.

37/20. Alton Towers.
i.  Cllr James reported the next two question and answer sessions run by Alton Towers for residents
would be Wednesday 18" March — The Tavern, Denstone from 5pm until 7pm and Wednesday
25" March — The Blacksmith’s Arms, Alton from 5pm until 7pm.
ii.  Cllr Plimley reported that a complaint of recent noise from Alton Towers has been reported to
Environmental Health, who will work to resolve the issue with Alton Towers.
iii.  Cllr Worthington stated the next Alton Towers liaison group meeting will be on 24" March.
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iv.  The litter from Alton Towers visitors which accumulates on the nearby lanes was raised. In the
past on safety grounds Alton Towers have declined to send staff to clear these roads. Action:
ClIr Shepherd will discuss again with Liz Greenwood from Alton Towers.

38/20. Footpaths.
i.  Clir Bailey had nothing to report on footpaths.
ii.  Cllr Wood reported that a puddle of water accumulates at the bottom of the steps leading from the
playing fields to Lime Kiln Lane. Action: Cllr Shepherd will check and report back.

39/20. Village Hall.
i.  Clir Ballard had nothing for this item of business.
ii.  The clerk reported that he has not received an update yet on the Millennium Stone repair.
iii. At this point the Coronavirus was mentioned and the clerk gave the council the latest advice he has
received.

40/20. Highways and Road Safety.

i Cllr Wood reported that he attended the recent Parish Assembly and along with other parish
councils took part in a vote of ‘no confidence’ in SCC Highways regarding the failure to keep
gullies clear over the very wet winter. He could not say that this would change any policies of
SCC. ClIr Wood believes that there is no reason why gullies cannot be cleaned more often.

ii. Cllr Wood gave an update on the potholes in the parish and gave an example of a pothole he was
told had been repaired, which in fact had not. He has written to Clir Fisher (SCC) about this. He
has 8 potholes on his list in the parish.

iii. Cllr Ballard reported she had had a near miss whilst driving due to a vehicle having to go into the
centre of the road in Cheadle Road at the Cedar Hill junction. ClIr Hollins and Cllr Gwinnett
reported that the bin lorry could not drive down Saltersford Lane last Friday 6 March due to
vehicles parking and not leaving room. Action: The clerk will report the parking to the police
in both cases.

iv. A brief discussion took place when Clir Wood stated someone had reported to him that there had
been 5 accidents recently on the B5032 near the Peakstones Inn. Cllr Shepherd stated this was
due to black ice. This is a national speed limit road (60mph) and a number of councillors felt the
speed limit is too high. Without further evidence to support this assumption this was left in
abeyance.

V. The clerk reported that the proposed road sign which does not reflect the severity of one of the
bends near Saltersford Lane junction with the B5032 (minute 25/20 (iv) February 2020) has now
been amended, he showed the council the proposed sign which it was agreed was now correct.

41/20. Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard.
i.  Cllr Forrester reported the cemetery and Church yard are both in good order and he is really pleased
with the work done.
ii.  Cllr Forrester proposed that the Buxus Green contract for ground work is approved for another year.
This was seconded by ClIr Shepherd and carried.

42/20. Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask
guestions/raise issues.
i.  There were no questions.
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43/20. Planning and Licensing Applications.

i. SMD/2019/0486. Clare Mellor, land adjacent Saltersford Lane. Clir Shepherd attended the recent
planning meeting at SMDC to represent the council. He gave an update of the meeting and the
plans have been slightly amended to move one house a full 14 metres from Orchard Cottage.

ii. SMD/2020/0063. Mr G. Challinor, Arons Head, Uttoxeter Road, Alton. Outline application with
details of access. 5 dwellings. All other matters reserved. Cllr Worthington reported he has asked
for this planning application to be ‘called in’ to go to the planning committee at SMDC. Clir
Shepherd then read out a letter he has prepared to go to SMDC planning, with the consent of the
full council, objecting to the application. The council were pleased with the letter and with slight
amendments was approved. All the councillors object to these plans. The full letter will be
available on the SMDC website once submitted.

iii. SMD/2020/0072. Mr and Mrs S & A Parker, Old Grove Cottage, Smithy Bank. Replacement of
existing windows with traditional windows. No objections.

iv. SMD/2020/0086. Mr & Mrs Harrison, Threapwood Farm, Alton Road. Alterations and extension
to dwelling. No objections. (Carried 6 in favour with 2 abstentions).

44/20. Planning decisions.
i. SMD/2019/0751. Mr Paul Bain, Rosehill, Nabb Lane, Alton. Proposed alterations to existing site
access, including planting of new hedgerow tapering. Approved.
ii. SMD/2019/0717. Mr Wilkinson, White Hart Hotel. Internal alterations including construction of a
new bar. Listed building consent approved.

45/20. Correspondence requiring response.
i. None for this meeting.

46/20. Correspondence for Information.
i. Letter re planning training event for councillors.

ii. Letter re grass cutting and weed control from Cllr Fisher SCC.

iii.  Panning comment to SMDC planning February.

iv.  Confirmation of precept-SMDC

v. Best Kept Village-advance notice. The council decided not to enter again this year.

vi.  Alton Towers official opening date Saturday 21°* March.
vii.  Email to APC re talk by Clir Porter on climate change at Bulls Head 8.30pm 11.3.20
viii.  Alton BT telephone box to remain emails.

ix.  Fire and Rescue service safety plan.

X.  Alton Towers residents meeting.

xi.  Coronavirus advice.

The correspondence was read out by the Clerk.

47/20. Finance.
i. Clerk salary £459.60.
ii. Lengthsman wages £125.00.



iii. Buxus Green £495.00 (paid)
iv. HMRC £344.70 to be paid by 20™ April.
v.  SPCA annual subs and NALC £330.00.
vi.  Authorised payments for February 2020 were signed off by the Council.
vii.  Current bank balances were presented to the Council.

The finances were proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Clir Forrester.
48/20. Bus service in Alton.
i Clir Plimley then asked if she could mention that starting in May/June there will be a D&G
bus service in Alton 3 days a week to Leek and Cheadle, this will be subsidised by SMDC
and will be for a 12 month trial to gauge the use of the service. This was welcomed by the

council.

There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 8.10pm.

SIGNEU i Chairman Wednesday 13" May 2020



