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Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 8th January 2020 at 7pm 

At Alton Village Hall 

 
Present: Councillor J. Shepherd, Councillor (Chair), Councillor P Ballard, Councillor P. Gwinnett, 

Councillor E Bailey, Councillor R. Wood, Councillor E. Brindley, Councillor A. Forrester, Councillor H. 

Plimley (SMDC), 

 

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk) 

 

Apologies: Councillor E. James, Councillor M.Worthington (SCC). 

 

In Attendance: 1 member of the public. 

 

The meeting was opened by Cllr Shepherd at 7pm. 

 

1/20. Declarations of Interest.  

i. There were no declarations of interest. 

 

2/20. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 11th December 2019  

i. The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded 

by Cllr Ballard and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the Clerk.   

 

3/20. Matters arising. 

i. Cllr Wood reported that SMDC had checked the number of bins in the village and there are 5 and 

not 6.  However, as the bins are not usually full and in the areas of the bins no litter problem, they 

will not be increasing the number to 6.  This was accepted by the council. 

ii. The clerk gave an update on the Millennium Stone repairs.  Andrea Stafford has been unwell but 

has now recovered and will meet the clerk with the gentleman who is making the replacement for 

the mosaic to discuss the work.  Cllr Shepherd stated he would also like to be present.  This was all 

agreed.  Action: Cllr Shepherd/clerk to report back. 

 

4/20. Lengthsman. 

i. The Lengthsman was not present so there was no update.  Cllr Brindley mentioned some of the 

flower tubs need replacing around the village.  Action: Cllr Bailey will check which need 

replacing and Cllr Shepherd will check prices for new tubs. 

ii. Cllr Brindley stated there are piles of hedge cuttings in Lime Kiln Lane.  These are left over from 

the recent hedge layering.  Action: Clerk to ask the lengthsman to remove. 

 

5/20. Alton Towers.  

i. There was nothing for this item of business. 
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6/20. Footpaths. 

i. Cllr Bailey stated he has checked the footpath on Cotton Mill Bank (number 39) mentioned at the 

last meeting.  It is slippery in parts but this is normal for this wet time of year and common for many 

footpaths.  No action required. 

 

7/20. Village Hall.   

i. Cllr Ballard had nothing for this item of business. 

ii. Cllr Shepherd stated that the council normally makes a donation of £50 to the Royal British Legion 

(RBL) for a poppy wreath in November.  This was not done last November and he invited the 

council to make the donation.  This was seconded by Cllr Forrester and carried.  Cllr Shepherd was 

concerned that poppy wreaths are made from plastic and therefore not environmentally friendly.  

He was informed that either this year or next year they will be made from paper, the RBL are aware 

of the issue. 

 

8/20. Highways and Road Safety. 

i. Cllr Wood gave an update on the situation regarding the overgrown hedging and verges in 

Dimble Lane.  He has been in touch with the leader of SCC and advised that although they can 

take action they prefer the parish council to ask the owners of the hedge to cut it back, offering a 

chance to avoid SCC cutting the hedge and charging the owners.  Cllr Wood has checked with 

Land Registry and the boundary’s appear to be to the roadside and include the hedge. He read out 

a draft letter to the householders he has prepared.  Cllr Gwinnett suggested knocking on the doors 

of all the householders to explain the situation so as not to cause stress particularly to older 

householders.  This was all discussed with Cllr Shepherd proposing on balance that the letter is 

sent, this was seconded by Cllr Wood and carried.  Action: Cllr Wood to provide the clerk with 

his letter which will be sent to the identified houses. 

ii. Cllr Wood stated that he is going the check all the parish and map where there are potholes to 

report to SCC. 

 

9/20. Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard. 

i. Cllr Forrester reported the cemetery and Church yard are both in good order. 

 

10/20.  Parish Notice Board. 

i. Cllr Shepherd reported that the new parish notice board has been ordered and will be made in the 

very near future. 

 

11/20.  Ambulance Rapid Response Vehicle.  Proposed withdrawal of service at the end of January.   
i. This item had been added to the agenda at the request of Cllr Elizabeth Whitehouse from Cheadle 

town council and concerns regarding the withdrawal of the Rapid Response Vehicle (RRV) from 

Cheadle at the end of the month.  The clerk explained he had done some checking and this 

withdrawal is in line with other areas in Staffordshire.  Cllr Gwinnett explained that as she 

understood it there would still be a double crewed emergency ambulance in the town.  The main 

difference is that a RRV treats patients at the scene and if required an ambulance is called to take 

a patient to hospital, leaving the RRV available.  If an ambulance attends and removes a patient 

then the ambulance is no longer available, but no doubt other ambulances are moved to strategic 

positions to maintain cover.  As with all public services, ambulances are a resource limited 

provision and that professionals in the service are best placed to judge what constitutes fair 
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provision.  A discussion took place also pointing out that there are community volunteer first 

responders in the area, at Alton Towers and Cheddleton and possibly other areas.  In the absence 

of evidence that residents are being put at risk the council could not see any course of action is 

needed at this time.  Action: Clerk to update Cllr Whitehouse.   

 

12/20. Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask 

questions/raise issues. 

i. The member of the public present asked if the area opposite the war memorial could be tidied up.  

Action: Cllr Shepherd will take to look at this and report back. 

 

13/20. Planning and Licensing Applications. 

i. SMD/2019/0751.  Mr Paul Bain, Rosehill, Nabb Lane, Alton.  Proposed alterations to existing site 
access, including planting of new hedgerow tapering.  No objections. 
 

14/20. Planning decisions.   

i. None for this meeting. 
 

15/20. Correspondence requiring response. 

i. None for this meeting. 
 

16/20. Correspondence for Information. 

i. Email to SMDC planning re December planning comments. 
ii. Email to Mr David Greatbatch (SCC) re grid and gully cleaning. 

iii. Email to Kingsley, Waterhouses and Ipstones PC’s offering support to get grids cleaned by SCC 
Highways. 

 

The correspondence was read out by the Clerk. 

 

17/20. Finance. 

i. Clerk salary £459.60.  Stamps £7.32. 
ii. Lengthsman wages.  No invoice submitted. 

iii. Buxus Green £495.00 (paid) 
iv. Income £69.00 Nettlebank for a headstone. 
v. Authorised payments for December 2019 were signed off by the Council. 

vi. Current bank balances were presented to the Council. 
 

The finances were proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Cllr Forrester and carried. 

 

There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 7.50pm. 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Chairman Wednesday 12th February 2020 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Clerk 


