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Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 13th May 2020 at 7pm 

By Video Conference 

 
Present: Councillor J. Shepherd, Councillor (Chair), Councillor P. Gwinnett, Councillor R. Wood, 

Councillor E. James,  

 

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk) 

 

Apologies: Councillor E. Brindley, Councillor P Ballard, Councillor E. Bailey, Councillor A. Forrester, 

Councillor S. Hollins, Councillor H. Plimley (SMDC), Councillor M. Worthington (SCC).  It should be 

noted that several councillors could not attend the meeting due to the technical issues related to video 

conferencing. 

 

No members of the public. 

 

Due to the Coronavirus epidemic the meeting was held under the authority of ‘The Local Authorities and 

Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) 

(England And Wales) Regulations 2020’.  The meeting was therefore held by video conference. 

The meeting was opened by Cllr Shepherd at 7pm. 

 

49/20.  At this meeting normally the council elects a new chairman/woman.  In view of the current 

situation regarding Coronavirus Cllr Shepherd proposed and Cllr James seconded that the 

chairman and all other councillors with special responsibility continue in those roles for a further 

12 months.  This was carried. 

 

50/20. Declarations of Interest.  

i. There were no declarations of interest. 

 

51/20. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 11th March 2020 (there was no meeting in April 

due to the Coronavirus lockdown). 

i. The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded 

by Cllr James and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair (the clerk to sign at a future meeting).   

 

52/20. Matters arising. 

i. Cllr James stated that no meetings of Alton Towers have taken place. 

 

53/20.  Election of councillors to various offices. 

i. See minute 49/20 above, all councillors will keep their existing responsibilities for another 12 

months. 

 

54/20.  Coronavirus update regarding parish council business. 

i. The clerk outlined the legislation allowing meetings to be held by video conference. Details of 

how the public can join the meetings are published on the agenda on the parish website. Although 
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not a council meeting it was noted the legislation does not cover the annual parish meeting and 

therefore that meeting cannot be held. 

 

55/20. Lengthsman. 

i. The lengthsman was not present, but the clerk outlined a request from the lengthsman that the parish 

council pay for the insurance required for the lengthsman at £6 per month.  A discussion followed 

and the council felt that as the lengthsman is self employed they could not take this responsibility 

on as the council would then become liable for any accidents and risked becoming the employer of 

the lengthsman.  It was however decided to consider an increase in hourly rates for the lengthsman 

from £10 per hour to £11 per hour.  Action: Agenda item for the next meeting. 

ii. Cllr Wood noted that weeding is needed around the water pump in Dimble Lane and along footpath 

number 19 between Cedarhill and Turnditch Farm by the steps.  Action: Clerk to task the 

lengthsman. 

 

56/20. Alton Towers.  

i. Nothing for this item of business. 

 

57/20. Footpaths. 

i. Nothing for this item of business. 

 

58/20. Village Hall.   

i. The clerk reported that he has not received an update yet on the Millennium Stone repair. 

ii. The clerk read an email from Alan Dingley from the village hall committee requesting assistance 

with some repairs to the childrens play area at the village hall.  The total cost including VAT is 

£938.40 (£782 net).  It was decided to make a decision at the next meeting as the quote is valid for 

2 months.  Action: Agenda item next meeting. 

 

59/20. Highways and Road Safety. 

i. Cllr Wood reported that some potholes have been repaired but others were still awaiting attention.  

He had a meeting arranged with Cllr Fisher (SCC) which has had to be put on hold until after the 

lockdown.  Kingsley PC as an interested party have been updated. 

 

60/20. Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard. 

i. Nothing for this item of business. 

 

61/20. At this point Councillor Shepherd would normally declare an open forum to allow 

parishioners present to ask questions/raise issues, but none were present. 

 

62/20. Planning and Licensing Applications. 

i. None for this meeting. 
 

63/20. Planning decisions.   

i. None for this meeting. 
 

64/20. Correspondence requiring response. 

i. None for this meeting. 
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65/20. Correspondence for Information. 

i. SPCA bulletins (circulated).  
ii. Email thank you to Cllr Porter for his input in March about climate change and SMDC plans. 

iii. Email to the police regarding parking in Alton (minute 40/20 (iii)).  Cllr Shepherd happened to see 
a police officer in the village and asked him to deal with the parking issues raised at the last 
meeting (minute 40/20 (iii)) and the officer had been pleased to help. 

 

The correspondence was read out by the Clerk. 

 

66/20. Finance. 

i. Clerk salary £459.60 May (April has been paid £459.60).  
ii. Lengthsman wages £270 (March/April £185 paid 14.4.2020). 

iii. Buxus Green £495.00 March and £495 for April (paid) 
iv. Parish Council Insurance £457.06 (renewal date 1st June 2020). 
v. Authorised payments for March and April 2020 were agreed and will be signed off by the council 

at a future meeting. 
vi. Current bank balances were presented to the Council. 

 
The finances were proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Cllr James. 
 
There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 7.35pm. 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Chairman Wednesday 10th June 2020 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Clerk 


