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Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 12th February 2020 at 7pm 

At Alton Village Hall 

 
Present: Councillor J. Shepherd, Councillor (Chair), Councillor P Ballard, Councillor P. Gwinnett, 

Councillor E. Bailey, Councillor R. Wood, Councillor E. Brindley, Councillor A. Forrester, Councillor H. 

Plimley (SMDC), Councillor M.Worthington (SCC). 

 

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk) 

 

Apologies: Councillor E. James. 

 

In Attendance: 3 members of the public. 

 

The meeting was opened by Cllr Shepherd at 7pm. 

 

18/20. Declarations of Interest.  

i. Cllr Brindley and Cllr Gwinnett declared an interest in planning SMD/2019/0486. 

 

19/20. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 8th January 2020  

i. The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded 

by Cllr Ballard and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the Clerk.   

 

20/20. Matters arising. 

i. There were no matters arising. 

 

21/20. Lengthsman. 

i. The Lengthsman was present reported she has cleared the area where the bottle banks were situated 

and removed the hedge cuttings in Lime Kiln Lane.  Mrs Woods has only completed a few hours 

due to the time of year and wet weather.  She was tasked with clearing the grass verges in Dimble 

Lane (Shirley Drive side) now that the hedges have been cut back. 

 

22/20. Alton Towers.  

i. Cllr James was unavoidably absent but had sent an update via the clerk regarding the issue of free 

tickets to residents.  Cllr Worthington stated the next liaison meeting is on 24th March 2020. 

 

23/20. Footpaths. 

i. Cllr Bailey had nothing to report on footpaths. 

ii. Cllr Wood reported he has been offered a number of wooden flower tubs which are no longer required 

by Cheadle in Bloom, there is no charge.  Cllr Wood suggested that if they are suitable for use in the 

village the council may wish to make a donation for them.  This was agreed by the council.  Action: 

Cllr Wood to report to the next meeting. 
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24/20. Village Hall.   

i. Cllr Ballard had nothing for this item of business. 

ii. The clerk reported that he and Cllr Shepherd had met with Andrea Stafford and the gentleman who 

is making the replacement centre for the Millennium Stone.  The work will be completed over the 

next few weeks and Cllr Shepherd will arrange for it to be properly fitted. 

iii. Cllr Shepherd gave an update on the new notice board and showed the council a picture of the 

design.  All were pleased and the project continue. 

 

25/20. Highways and Road Safety. 

i. Cllr Wood reported that the letters sent to residents in Shirley Drive requesting they cut back their 

hedges abutting Dimble Lane has been accepted with goodwill and most of the hedges have now 

been cut back.  He suggested a flyer thanking them could be considered.  This was deferred until 

all work has been fully completed and may then be considered. 

ii. Cllr Brindley reported he had received a visit from Mr Steele (SCC Highways) who thought he 

was still the councils rep on highway matters.  He did take the opportunity to ask that the gullies 

be cleaned although this was not promised.  The clerk read out a letter he has sent to Cllr Helen 

Fisher (SCC Highways) on behalf of this parish and at the request and on behalf of Kingsley, 

Waterhouses and Ipstones parish councils, requesting gully cleaning.  There has been no reply to 

date. 

iii. Cllr Wood stated he has reported potholes in the parish onto the SCC website. 

iv. The new direction signage in the parish was discussed.  SCC have reduced the number of signs 

following objections to the first proposal and following a discussion the council had no 

objections.  One sign however does not reflect the severity of one of the bends near Saltersford 

Lane junction with the B5032, the clerk will respond and bring this to attention.  Action: The 

clerk to respond. 

v. Cllr Bailey The post box at Battlesteads is unserviceable.  Action: Cllr Shepherd will take a 

look and report to the post office authorities. 

vi. Cllr Hollins reported overgrown bushes opposite Londis on Smithy Bank.  Action: Cllr 

Shepherd will deal with this. 

 

26/20. Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard. 

i. Cllr Forrester reported the cemetery and Church yard are both in good order. 

 

27/20. Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask 

questions/raise issues. 

i. There were no questions. 

 

28/20. Planning and Licensing Applications. 

i. SMD/2019/0486.  Clare Mellor, land adjacent Saltersford Lane.  Cllr Shepherd will represent the 
council at the planning meeting at SMDC on Thursday 13th February and he read out his 
proposed 3 minute address to the committee, mainly outlining environmental issues with the 
development, which all agreed was very good.  Cllr Ballard asked if Cllr Plimley (SMDC) could 
telephone Paul Roberts the Chair of the Planning Committee and reinforce the councils concerns 
in general about this application this was seconded by Cllr Shepherd and carried.  Cllr Plimley 
agreed to make the call.  Action: Cllr Plimley. 
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ii. SMD/2020/0027.  Jeff McDonald 1, Tythe Barn, Alton.  Ground floor and first floor extension to 
existing detached garage.  There were no objections to this application. 

iii. SMD/2020/0065.  Alana Harvey-White, Bryniau Bach, Tythe Barn, Alton.  Two storey side and 
single storey rear extensions.  This application was discussed and carried by a majority decision. 

iv. SMD/2019/0717.  Mr Wilkinson, White Hart Hotel.  Internal alterations including construction of 
a new bar.  This has been previously discussed and there were no objections. 
 

29/20. Planning decisions.   

i. None for this meeting. 
 

30/20. Correspondence requiring response. 

i. The clerk read out a letter from Community Transport requesting financial help in maintaining a 
weekly bus service from Alton to Ashbourne.  Cllr Plimley reported Cllr Ralphs (SMDC) is still 
working on organising a bus service for Alton.  Cllr Gwinnett supported the request to help people 
without cars.  Cllr Worthington suggested the council find out how many people use the service 
before committing funds.  Following a discussion the clerk was asked to reply to the writer with a 
request for the number of people using the service and also the service into Cheadle.  Action: The 
clerk. 

ii. The clerk read an email from Democratic community services (SMDC) inviting members of the 
council and the clerk to a focus group on Thursday 2nd April 2020 to discuss how local authorities 
can respond to priorities and issues.  Cllr Gwinnett and the clerk will represent the council.  
Action: Clerk to arrange. 

 

31/20. Correspondence for Information. 

i. Email to SMDC planning re January planning comments. 
ii. Letter to Councillor Fisher (SCC) re gully cleaning. 

iii. Email to Lengthsman re work. 
iv. Email from Cllr James 
v. Email from Cllr Plimley re planning SMD/2019/0486. 

vi. Email from Buxus Green confirming no increase in charges this season. 
vii. Climate change lecture, Keel University. 
 

The correspondence was read out by the Clerk. 

 

32/20. Finance. 

i. Clerk salary £459.60.  Stamps £14.64.  Printer ink £32.00 
ii. Lengthsman wages, nothing claimed this month. 

iii. Buxus Green £495.00 (paid) 
iv. Precept for 2020/21 was discussed.  There followed a lengthy discussion as the whether the 

council needed to raised the precept requirement by 1% or 2% or whether it could be left as it 
is.  A number of issues were taken into consideration including the money saved due to the 
change of lengthsman.  Not as much had been spent as anticipated due to ill health and the new 
lengthsman getting to know her new role.  Cllr Gwinnett suggested a small group of councillors 
could be formed to discuss spending more money on amenities in the parish.  On a vote, 6 
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councillors voted for no rise in the precept requirement, with 1 abstention and 1 vote against.  
The precept requirement will remain at £15,789.67 for 2020/21. 

v. Authorised payments for January 2020 were signed off by the Council. 
vi. Current bank balances were presented to the Council. 

 
The finances (not the precept) were proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Cllr Forrester. 
 

There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 8.40pm. 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Chairman Wednesday 11th March 2020 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Clerk 


