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Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 14th September 2022 at 7pm 

 
Present: Councillor J. Shepherd (Chair), Councillor P. Ballard, Cllr H. Kelsall, Councillor N. Conway, 

Councillor R. Wood, Councillor A. Dronzek. 

 

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk) 

 

1 member of the public. 

 

Apologies: Cllr S. Hollins, Councillor P. Gwinnett, Councillor E. Brindley, Cllr H. Plimley (SMDC), Cllr 

M. Worthington (SCC). 

 

Cllr Shepherd declared the meeting open at 7pm.  Then he requested everyone to stand in respectful 

silence for the very sad death of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. 

 

 133/22. Declarations of interest. 

i. Cllrs Shepherd and Ballard both declared an interest in planning application SMD/2022/0210 and 

0232 relating the planning application at the White Hart PH as they are both shareholders in the 

business.  Cllr Conway also declared a personal interest. 

 

 134/22. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 10th August 2022. 

i. The minutes of the above meetings were declared a true record proposed by Cllr Shepherd and 

seconded by Cllr Kelsall and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the clerk.   

 

 135/22. Matters arising. 

i. The revised letter to SMDC Planning regarding planning application SMD/2022/0409. Land at, 

Cedarhill, Alton, has been completed by the clerk and submitted. 

 

136/22. Lengthsman. 

i. Nothing for this item of business. 

 

137/22. Alton Towers.   

i. Cllr Shepherd outlined the new traffic regulations coming into force for Alton Towers traffic 

management from Ellastone to Wootton, the council will continue to argue for similar measures 

for Alton. 

ii. Noise from Alton Towers has been addressed in recent weeks and thanks have been passed on by 

Cllr Shepherd.  Noise management continues to be addressed as issues arise. 

iii. Cllr Shepherd has mentioned to Alton Towers staff at a recent meeting requesting a public 

footpath from Alton to Alton Towers through the grounds to shorten the walking distance.  This 

is unlikely to take place due to security and cost issues. 

 

138/22. Footpaths. 

i. Cllr Wood mentioned that footpath 19 from Gallows Green to the bottom of Cedar Hill is 

overgrown with brambles.  Action:  Clerk to report to SCC. 



 

Alton Parish Council 

2 
 

 

Cllr Shepherd stated he has reported issues regarding footpaths as detailed below: 

ii. FP5  Cheadle Rd at Shepherds Stand blocked gate. 

iii. FP43 Town Head blocked by fence. 

iv. FP28 As above (iii). 

v. FP28 Blocked by gate and wire Wheel Farm. 

vi. FP28 Blocked by hedge. 

vii. FP34 re report path diverted by building 

viii. FP13a Bridlepath overgrown has been reported,  

ix. FP13a The silt pond nearby overflows onto the public footpath. Action: To be reported by the 

clerk to SCC. 

 

139/22. Village Hall.   

i. Nothing for this item of business. 

 

140/22.  Highways and Road Safety. 

i. Cllr Wood reported that he has reported the pothole in Dimble Lane, Alton to SCC.  

ii. Cllr Wood has also reported all the potholes in Alton Lane and Bradley Lane to Threapwood to 

SCC. 

 

141/22. Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard. 

i. The cemetery is in good order, although there is still an issue with some mole hills. 

 

142/22. Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask 

questions/raise issues.  

i. There were no questions. 

 

 143/22. Planning and Licensing Applications. 

i. SMD/2022/0424.  Mr& Mrs E and V Yeomans,  Greenways Smithy Bank  Alton.  Extension to 

enlarge kitchen and provide a loft bedroom.  No objections. 

ii. SMD/2022/0210 and 0232.  Change of use of outbuilding to rear of listed building from use class 

B8 (storage) to use class E(g)(ii) (the research and development of products or processes) with 

elevational alterations.  Cllrs Shepherd, Ballard and Conway did not take part in this 

discussion having declared an interest.  Following a discussion in which Cllr Kelsall pointed 

out the rich heritage over hundreds of years of brewing in Alton and Cllr Dronzek stated he 

felt businesses should be welcomed to the village.  The council had no objections to this 

application. 

 

144/22. Planning decisions.   

i. SMD/2021/0590. 11, High Street, Alton.  Painting the front elevation of the property with 

mid/light grey masonry paint.  Listed Building Consent – Refused. 

ii. SMD/2021/0672.  The Caravan, Cheadle Road, Alton.  Retospective application for the change of 

use of land to provide for 14 Touring Caravans pitches with separate camping / open space; 

facilities building and reception and associated works.  Planning Permission – Approved. 
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iii. SMD/2022/0128 and 0129.  5 Lavender Cottage, Vicarage Row, Dimble Lane, Alton.  Listed 

building consent for proposed single storey rear extension with associated alterations and new 

oak framed garage replacing an existing garage.  Listed Building Consent – Approved. 

iv. SMD/2022/0279.  Kirk House, Malthouse Road, Alton.  Proposed new one bedroom bungalow 

within the domestic curtilage of Kirk House. Resubmission of previously refused application 

SMD/2022/0009.  Planning Permission – Refused. 

 

The planning decisions were read out by Cllr Shepherd. 

 

145/22.  Parish Council Updates.   

i. Nothing for this item of business. 

 

146/22. Correspondence requiring response. 

i. Application regarding public footpath from Denstone to Alton.  Cllr Shepherd proposed and Cllr 

Ballard seconded a letter of support for this application and noted the footpath over the bridge is 

the only point of crossing for some distance.  The proposition was carried.  Action: clerk to 

write a letter of support. 

 

147/22. Correspondence for Information. 

i.  Email re Alton Towers events 

ii.  SMDC protocol during the national mourning for the Queen. 

iii.  Email from resident re fading road markings Farley Lane (reported to SCC). 

iv.  Temp prohibition of traffic Knight Lane, 22-29 November. 

 

The clerk read out the correspondence.  

 

 148/22. Finance. 

i. Clerk salary £523.85  
ii. Mazars (external auditor) £240.00 (£200.00 net VAT £40.00). Paid. 

iii. R&R Building Contractors (Robert Plant) £590.00 for war memorial planters approved at 
February 2022 meeting minute 29/22i.  Paid. 

iv. Buxus Green, ground maintenance and lengthsman August invoice £689.79 (paid). 
v. Paul Tilley fix new High Street sign (mentioned by Cllr Shepherd Feb 2019 minute 23/19ii).  £85, 

paid. 
vi. Income Nettlebank £137.50 (Headstone and a re-inscription). 

vii. Authorised payments were agreed and signed off by the council. 
viii. Current bank balances were presented to the Council. 

 

The finances were read out by the clerk to the meeting.   

 

The finances were proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Cllr Ballard and carried. 

 

There being no other business the meeting was closed by Councillor Shepherd at 7.35pm. 
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Signed..........................................................................  Chairman Wednesday 12th October 2022 

 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Clerk 


