Alton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 12" October 2022 at 7pm

Present: Councillor J. Shepherd (Chair), Councillor P. Ballard, Councillor N. Conway, Councillor R.
Wood, Councillor P. Gwinnett, Councillor E. Brindley, Councillor A. Dronzek.

Mr S.J.

Burton (Clerk)

No members of the public.

Apologies: ClIr S. Hollins, Clir H. Kelsall, Clir H. Plimley (SMDC), ClIr M. Worthington (SCC).

Cllr Shepherd declared the meeting open at 7pm.

149/22. Declarations of interest.

There were no declarations of interest.

150/22. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 14™ September 2022.

The minutes of the above meetings were declared a true record proposed by Clir Shepherd and
seconded by ClIr Dronzek and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the clerk.

151/22. Matters arising.

152/22.
i.

ii.
153/22.
i.

154/22.
i.

155/22.
i.

156/22.
i.

The actions from the last meeting have been completed. There were no other matters arising.

Lengthsman.

Cllr Wood asked if the lengthsman is completing his bi-monthly footpath clearing now that the
autumn is here. Action: Clerk to check with the lengthsman.

ClIr Wood reported that the footpath by Soli (No 61) is overgrown. Action: Clir Shepherd will
speak to the owner of the land.

Alton Towers.
Nothing for this item of business.

Footpaths.
Nothing for this item of business.

Village Hall.
Nothing for this item of business.

Highways and Road Safety.

Cllr Wood stated he would like to publicly thank the owner of the hedge at the top of Dimble
Lane who has cut the hedge back from the road.

Cllr Wood mentioned the damage caused recently by a fallen tree to the railings in Malthouse
Road near the junction with New Road. The railings have not been replaced and following a



157/22.
i.
ii.

Alton Parish Council
discussion Cllr Wood volunteered to contact SCC Highways to ascertain what action is being
taken by them. Action: Cllr Wood.
ClIr Wood stated he is attending the Parish Assembly tomorrow (Thursday 13™ October) and he
will bring up the condition of some roads due to potholes. Action: Cllr Wood to report back to
the next meeting.

Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard.

Cllr Dronzek reported that the cemetery and church yard are in good order.

The charges for the cemetery were discussed. They were last increased in December 2021.
Following a discussion, it was proposed by Clir Shepherd and seconded by Cllir Gwinnett that the
charges should remain unchanged, this was carried. The council will review charges annually.

158/22. Planning and Licensing Applications.

159/22.
i.

160/22.
i.

161/22.
i.

SMD/2022/0450. Ms M Mason, 1 The Dale Alton. Extension to existing residential annex to
form a garden room. Following a discussion there were no objections to the application.
SMD/2022/0486. Mr Jack Nethercott, Prine Oak, Earls Rock Red Road Alton. Erection of a
three bay oak framed garage. Following a discussion there were no objections to the application.

Planning decisions.
SMD/2022/0409. Land at, Cedarhill, Alton. Outline application with all matters reserved for the
erection of up-to 4 dwellings. Outline Application — Refused. The planning decision was read
out by ClIr Shepherd.
ClIr Wood stated he is attending the Parish Assembly tomorrow (Thursday 13" October) and
asked if any councillor had planning issues they would like him to raise.
a. ClIr Shepherd asked that Clir Wood asks why the planning portal is not always kept up to
date and gave an example for Clir Wood to use.
b. Clir Gwinnett asked that the planning officer be asked why apparently people who flaunt
planning decisions or law do not appear to be challenged. Planning inspectors do not
appear to visit sites. Action: Cllr Wood to report back on both questions.

Parish Council Updates.

Cllr Wood asked if the council would like to mark the death of HM the Queen with a memorial of
some kind. CllIr Shepherd stated there is already a tree planted to mark the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee. Following a discussion, it was decided to discuss further at the next meeting. Action:
Agenda item next meeting.

Cllr Shepherd asked if the council wished to mark the accession to the Throne of HM the King.
He stated the ACE group may organise a street party. Clir Ballard suggested planting an oak tree.
Following a discussion, it was decided to again discuss further at the next meeting. Action:
Agenda item next meeting.

The Round House: ClIr Shepherd gave an overview of the knowledge he has of the Round House
and his belief that no-one actually owns the property. CllIr Brindley stated he believes there is no
evidence anyone owns it. Action: The clerk to make further inquiries and report back to the
council.

Correspondence requiring response.
None for this meeting.
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162/22. Correspondence for Information.
i.  Letter supporting upgrade to public footpath Denstone 26b from Denstone Village to join the
Denstone 7 public footpath at the Crumpwood Pumphouse - Denstone/Alton to SCC.
ii. Notification from SCC Highways of non-urgent work to road markings which has been received
and assessed.
iii.  20's plenty for Staffordshire email (circulated).
iv. Tourism Strategy Meeting & Workshops email (circulated).
V. Invitation from Leek Town Mayor to Autumn Events (circulated).
Vi. Free Civility Webinars offered by LGA (circulated).
vii.  Surface/Flooding. Public Bridleway Alton 13(a). Reported to SCC.

The clerk read out the correspondence.

163/22. Finance.
i. Clerksalary £523.85
ii. HMRC£392.88
iii.  Buxus Green, ground maintenance and lengthsman September invoice £689.79 (paid).
iv. Precept from SMDC (2nd payment) £8,612.50
v. Income £660.00 Keates Funeral Directors. New grave plot non-resident.
vi. Authorised payments were agreed and signed off by the council.
vii.  Current bank balances were presented to the Council.

The finances were read out by the clerk to the meeting.
The finances were proposed by ClIr Shepherd and seconded by ClIr Ballard and carried.

There being no other business the meeting was closed by Councillor Shepherd at 7.45pm.



