Alton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 10" August 2022 at 7pm

Present: Councillor J. Shepherd (Chair), Councillor P. Ballard, Cllr H. Kelsall, Cllr H. Plimley (SMDC).
Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk)
3 members of the public.

Apologies: ClIr S. Hollins, Councillor N. Conway, Councillor R. Wood, Councillor A. Dronzek,
Councillor P. Gwinnett, Councillor E. Brindley, Cllr M. Worthington (SCC).

Cllr Shepherd declared the meeting open at 7pm.

117/22. Declarations of interest.
i.  Cllrs Shepherd and Ballard both declared an interest in planning application SMD/2022/0210 and
0232 relating the a planning application at the White Hart PH as they as both shareholders in the
business.

118/22. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13™ July 2022.
i.  The minutes of the above meetings were declared a true record proposed by Clir Ballard and
seconded by ClIr Shepherd and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the clerk.

119/22. Matters arising.
i.  Cllr Kelsall stated she would email the clerk with details regarding the request for a memorial
bench in the cemetery (minute 93/22 ii).

ii.  The clerk reported the lengthsman has completed all the jobs requested and sprayed the weeds on
kerbsides throughout the village.

iii.  Cllr Ballard reported that the litter bin on the playing field at the village hall would be re-sighted
to encourage better use. The village hall committee will arrange (minute 104/22 iv).

iv.  ClIr Shepherd stated it would not be possible to contact everyone with an overgrown hedge and
proposed the idea of doing so is not pursued, seconded by ClIr Ballard and carried (minute 106/22
iii).

v.  The clerk gave an update on the law regarding the parish councils responsibilities for cemeteries
under its jurisdiction (mainly under ‘The local Government Act 1972 and the ‘Local Authorities
Cemeteries Order 1977”). Basically, the council may do all that is necessary or desirable for the
proper management, regulation and control of the cemetery. It can therefore determine such
matters as future design and treatment of monuments and whether kerbs shall be used or mounds
levelled. The powers cannot be used capriciously. Care should be taken in drafting and
enforcement of regulations that there is no discrimination.

120/22. Lengthsman.
i.  Cllr Ballard stated she was pleased with the work done to clear nettles in the childrens play area.



121/22.
i.
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I.
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i.

126/22.
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Alton Towers.
Cllr Ballard stated she had reported noise from Alton Towers on Monday (8.8.22) and it had been
dealt with immediately by Alton Towers staff.

Footpaths.
Nothing for this item of business.

Village Hall.
Nothing for this item of business.

Highways and Road Safety.

Cllr Shepherd reported that he has had an appropriate new High Street sign fixed as discussed
back in 2019 (minute 23/19 ii). It has taken this long to find a suitable ‘old fashioned’ type sign
that is appropriate. The sign has been fixed by Paul Tilley (1, High Street, Alton) at a cost of £85
(invoice produced). Clir Shepherd proposed and Clir Ballard seconded the payment which was
carried.

Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard.
Nothing for this item. The cemetery is in good order.

Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask
questions/raise issues.
There were no questions.

127/22. Planning and Licensing Applications.

SMD/2022/0409. Land at, Cedarhill, Alton. Outline application with all matters reserved for the
erection of up-to 4 dwellings. This application is similar to a previous application
(SMD/2019/0555) that the council objected to previously. Cllr Shepherd proposed that an
updated copy of the previous letter of objection be submitted to SMDC planning, seconded
by Clir Ballard and carried.

SMD/2022/0348. Land Adjacent 17, Saltersford Lane, Alton. Application for removal or
variation of condition 6 in relation to SMD/2019/0486. No objections.

SMD/2021/0635. Appeal by Mr & Mrs Barks, Land Hurstons Lane, Alton. (Original comments
by APC will be sent to the planning inspectorate). No objections.

SMD/2022/0210 and 0232. White Hart Hotel, High Street, Alton. Change of use of outbuilding
to rear of listed building from use class B8 (storage) to use class E(g)(ii) (the research and
development of products or processes) with elevational alterations. Listed Building Consent for
the Change of use of outbuilding to rear of listed building from use class B8 (storage) to use class
E(g)(ii) (the research and development of products or processes) with elevational alterations.
Note: Consultation not received from SMDC. As two councillors had declared an interest
and only three councillors were present this application could not be discussed. Action: the
clerk to check with SMDC why he has not received the application from them and bring
back to the next meeting.
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128/22. Planning decisions.

i.  SMD/2022/0283. Holme Farm, Red Road, Alton. Resubmission following the refusal of planning
application SMD/2021/0771. Extensions to improve the accommodation generally including
additional bedrooms, and relocated sitting room and kitchen etc. including the replacement of the
existing conservatory and front porch. Planning Permission — Refused.

ii. SMD/2022/0290. Woodbine Cottage, Saltersford Lane, Alton. Alterations to outbuilding in
association with conversion to ancillary living accommodation. Planning Permission —
Approved.

iii.  SMD/2022/0201. The Withering Farm, Cheadle Road, Alton. Proposed change of use from
agricultural building to single dwelling. Planning Permission — Approved.

The planning decisions were read out by ClIr Shepherd.

129/22. Parish Council Updates.
i.  Nothing for this item of business.

130/22. Correspondence requiring response.
None for this meeting.

131/22. Correspondence for Information.
i.  Letter to Clir Flunder re Cheadle Levelling up Funds.
ii.  Email from Cllr Wood re actions from the last meeting.
iii. Email to the lengthsman detailing various jobs.
iv. Email to SCC thanking them for the work on footpath 32.
V. Email re Proposed Traffic Regulation Order, Wootton Lane/Marlpit Lane Alton Towers Area
(circulated).
Vi. Email from lengthsman re spraying weeds in the parish (circulated).
vii. Email to SMDC planning re comments on planning applications by APC.

The clerk read out the correspondence.

132/22. Finance.
i. Clerk salary £523.85
ii. Paid Adam Dronzek £38.70 for paint (painting of cemetery building door). Receipt provided.
(Paid minute 109/22 ii).
iii. Buxus Green, ground maintenance and lengthsman July invoice £689.79 plus £50 extra work
childrens play area clearing nettles (minute 104/22 iii).
iv. Authorised payments to be agreed and signed off by the council.

v. Current bank balances to be presented to the Council.

The finances were read out by the clerk to the meeting.
The finances were proposed by ClIr Shepherd and seconded by ClIr Ballard and carried.

There being no other business the meeting was closed by Councillor Shepherd at 7.20pm.
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