Alton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 9™ November 2022 at 7pm

Present: Councillor J. Shepherd (Chair), Councillor N. Conway, Councillor R. Wood, Councillor P.
Gwinnett, Councillor E. Brindley, ClIr H. Kelsall, Cllr M. Worthington (SCC).

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk)

No members of the public.

Apologies: ClIr S. Hollins, Councillor P. Ballard, Councillor A. Dronzek, Clir H. Plimley (SMDC).
Cllr Shepherd declared the meeting open at 7pm.

164/22. Declarations of interest.
i. There were no declarations of interest.

165/22. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 12™ October 2022.
i.  The minutes of the above meetings were declared a true record proposed by Clir Shepherd and
seconded by Cllr Gwinnett and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the clerk.

166/22. Matters arising.

i.  Cllr Wood gave an update from the recent Parish Assembly meeting he had attended. He had
raised the issue of potholes and informed the meeting that a pilot for a more efficient method
repairing potholes is to be trailed in Leek. Other points mentioned were that Amy have been re-
appointed for highway repairs for another 5 years.

ii.  Cllr Wood also reported that at the Parish Assembly Ben Haywood from SMDC planning
department gave a presentation on planning enforcement, with the emphasis being on rectifying
planning breaches rather than punishment of ‘offenders’. Clir Wood has the presentation which
he will send to the clerk for circulation.

iii.  Cllr Wood has emailed SCC Highways regarding the damaged railings in Malthouse Road caused
by the recent falling tree.

167/22. Lengthsman.

i.  Cllr Shepherd reported that he has received a reported from a resident of moss on the footpath in
Shirley Drive. Action: Cllr Shepherd to visit and will remove if it is a small amount, otherwise
he will notify the clerk for action by the lengthsman.

ii.  The clerk informed the meeting that he has spoken with the lengthsman who told him that he owes
the council another grass cut due to missing one earlier in the season because he was ill with Covid.
The clerk was also asked to arrange for the lengthsman to clear any leaves near the war memorial
prior to Sunday’s Remembrance Service. Action: The clerk to arrange.

168/22. Alton Towers.
i.  Cllr Conway reported he has written to Alton Towers regarding possible noise on Remembrance
Sunday at the time of the service from an event they are holding. It was noted that a break in the
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music from the event was planned from 10.50am to 11.05am. Action: Cllr Conway to report
to the next meeting if he receives any complaints.

Footpaths.
Nothing for this item of business.

Village Hall.
Cllr Shepherd reported he was asked and has given advice to the village hall committee on getting
more interest in the committee.

Highways and Road Safety.

Clir Kelsall reported a street light is not working in ‘Post Office Alley’, she will report via the
link on the council website to SCC.

Cllr Shepherd reported that the bench in New Road which is rotten would cost about £600 to
replace in Oak. He will get two quotes and report back to the next meeting. Action: Clir
Shepherd.

Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard.
The cemetery and Church yard are in good order.

. Planning and Licensing Applications.

SMD/2022/0556. Merlin Attractions Operations Limited, Alton Towers Farley Lane, Farley.
Removal of existing structures and construction of new building to house indoor attraction,
associated ground works, infrastructure and landscaping. A discussion took place which focused
on the potential noise and light pollution and also how visible the structure would be. ClIr
Shepherd proposed and Cllir Gwinnett seconded the council object to this application and that Clir
Shepherd writes a letter via the clerk to SMDC Planning. This was carried. Action: Cllr
Shepherd.

Planning decisions.

SMD/2022/0124. Peakstones Farm, Cheadle Road, Alton. Construction of 20m x 40m manége
for private use only. Planning Permission — Approved.

SMD/2022/0348. Land Adjacent 17, Saltersford Lane, Alton. Application Withdrawn.
SMD/2022/0450. 1, The Dale, Alton. Extension to existing residential annex to form a garden
room. Planning Permission — Approved.

The planning decisions were read out by Cllr Shepherd.

Parish Council Updates.

The death of HM The Queen and the accession of HM The King and whether the council wished
to mark either occasion was discussed. The possibility of a wildflower display was considered.
Cllrs Shepherd and Gwinnett volunteered to make further enquiries and report back to the
council. Action: Cllrs Shepherd and Gwinnett.

Round House. The clerk stated he has emailed Clir Williams (SCC) to ask if he can check if
SCC own the Round House, an acknowledgement has been received. The clerk also explained
that he had sought advice and there is no easy way for the council to assume ownership and



Alton Parish Council

responsibility for the Round House without proving occupation of the property over at least 12
years. ClIr Shepherd stated he will investigate reparation costs for the Round House. Action:
Further update next meeting.

176/22. Correspondence requiring response.
i.  None for this meeting.

177/22. Correspondence for Information.
i. Temp traffic regulations, Red Road, Farley.
ii. Emails between Clir Shepherd and Alton Towers re music event Alton Towers on  Remembrance
Sunday.

iii. Correspondence regarding the defibrillator and checking it is on registered with the ambulance
service. The clerk reported following a newspaper report of a defibrator in another area not being
registered on the system, he had checked the one at the village hall and it is registered and in
working order. There is also another defibrillator at the health centre next door to the village hall,
available during working hours. As these two defibrillators are so close together the clerk was
asked to explore the costs of moving the village hall machine to a more central position in the
village. Action: The clerk.

iv. 20’s plenty zoom meeting (circulated).

v. Email from member of the public regarding the fallen tree Malthouse Road/New Road.

vi. Email to SMDC confirming Cllr Wood as the Parish Assembly rep.

vii. Email to SCC Highways and Clir Williams (SCC) re ownership of the Round House.

The clerk read out the correspondence.

178/22. Finance.

i. Precept2023/24. The precept for 2023/24 was discussed and taking into account the healthy
reserves and no major projects planned at the moment, Cllr Shepherd proposed and Clir
Gwinnett seconded no change in the precept requirement of £17,255.00. This was carried.

ii. Clerksalary £523.85

iii.  Clerk annual pay award from 1st April 2022. This had been circulated to the council and the
clerk explained the changes but stated that he had asked the council accountant to work out the
exact figures and would update the council. Clir Shepherd proposed and Cllr Gwinnett seconded
the award be accepted. This was carried.

iv.  Buxus Green, ground maintenance and lengthsman October invoice £689.79 (paid).

v. Income £330.00 Keates Funeral Directors. New grave plot.

vi. Donation to the Royal British Legion for a poppy wreath. Cllr Shepherd stated that the poppy
wreath would have been made from plastic and that as the council wished to move to
renewables, he has made a wreath which is degradable for use instead, but he still proposed
and Cllr Conway seconded the usual £50 donation, which was carried.

vii.  Authorised payments were agreed and signed off by the council.

viii.  Current bank balances were presented to the Council.

The finances were read out by the clerk to the meeting.
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The finances were proposed and seconded as shown above.

There being no other business the meeting was closed by Councillor Shepherd at 7.45pm.



